	Title of Report: 

	Wealden District Council – (Off-Street Parking Places) Order 2015 (Amendment No. 5)

	Report to:
	Individual Portfolio Holder

	Date:
	21 November 2023

	Portfolio Holder:
	Cllr Kelvin Williams – Portfolio Holder




	Purpose of Report

	The report proposes the amendment of the Off Street Parking Places Order 2015 and Amendments 1, 2, 3 & 4 in relation to:
· Wording amendments in relation to postal timescales for Excess Charge Notices.
· Wording amendments in relation to Pay & Display parking due to implementation of Mobile Application (App)/QR Code payments.
· Wording amendments – general - 24hr should read 23hr.
· Woolpack Car Park, Herstmonceux – request by Parish Council to change car park from 23hr to 3hr.
· Peelings Lane Car Park, Westham – request by Parish Council to change car park from 23hr to 3hr.
· Implement/increase charging of permits across the district.
· Increase Excess Charge Notice amounts in line with neighbouring authorities



	Recommendations

	The Portfolio Holder:

	To approve the amendment to the Wealden District Council (Off Street Parking Places) Order 2015 and Amendments 1, 2, 3 & 4



	Reasons

	To amend the Off Street Parking Places Order 2015 and Amendments 1, 2, 3 & 4 (as outlined above).  The changes reflect the need for car parking regulation alterations within the District, specifically to car park layouts, parking space numbers/ descriptions, parking tariffs and other changes as maybe detailed in the analysis below.



Introduction
1. The Wealden District Council (Off-Street Parking Places) Order 2015 has since its introduction operated very efficiently, but amendments are made from time to time to ensure appropriate mechanisms are available if users of the car parking areas do not adhere to parking regulations and also to enable the appropriate level of charging to be levied. 


2. The accuracy of the Order ensures the parking provision is managed effectively for the District’s small towns and villages.  By ensuring the car parks are managed/enforced, this facilitates the availability of spaces to attract customers to the area and supports local businesses to flourish by providing adequate local parking.  
3. The purpose of amendments to the parking order are to formally adopt statutory changes to how we operate the car parks. Changes may include creation of additional car parking spaces, an increase in charging tariffs or anything else which need to be recorded to ensure any parking fines levied are enforceable.

4. The majority of car parks in Wealden are provided without any tariff being levied as long as parking restrictions are adhered to.  Wealden District Council have charged a levy within the car parks in our tourism villages.  This provides necessary income to improve the car parks and public conveniences for visitors to the area.  

5. The proposed order is not intended to change the provision of substantially free parking provision.

Analysis

The changes to be made by the proposed Order Variation are as follows:

· Wording amendments in relation to postal timescales for Excess Charge Notices.

Current Wording
In respect of those car parks identified in Schedule 3 where the Council operates an Automated Number Plate Recognition system (ANPR) the Standard Charge Notice will be posted to the Vehicle owner within 2 days from the date when the breach occurred. For avoidance of doubt receipt of that Notice will be deemed to have taken place two days following first class postage.  Payment of the Standard Charge thereafter will be in accordance with Part V of this order.

Replacement Wording
In respect of those car parks identified in Schedule 3 where the Council operates an Automated Number Plate Recognition system (ANPR) the Standard Charge Notice will be posted to the Vehicle owner within 5 days from the date when the breach occurred. For avoidance of doubt receipt of that Notice will be deemed to have taken place five days following first class postage.  Payment of the Standard Charge thereafter will be in accordance with Part V of this order.


The majority are sent out within 2 days, but due to weekends/bank holidays /departmental annual leave this will ensure the Order complies fully.  

The increase of 5 days will also ensure compliance due to Royal Mail Postal issues.


· Wording amendments in relation to Pay & Display parking due to implementation of Mobile Application (App)/QR Code payments.

Current Wording
26.3 Any ticket issued in accordance with paragraph 26.2 shall be attached in a conspicuous position to the Vehicle in respect of which it was issued. 

26.4 The date of purchase and charge paid, and the time of expiry as stated on the ticket shall be conclusive evidence of those facts for the purposes of this Order and any legal proceedings taken thereunder. 

Replacement Wording
26.3	Any ticket issued in accordance with paragraph 26.2 shall be attached in a conspicuous position to the Vehicle in respect of which it was issued. If purchased via App or QR Code details are recorded electronically and displaying of a physical ticket is not required.

26.4 The date of purchase and charge paid, and the time of expiry as stated on the ticket or valid electronic ticket shall be conclusive evidence of those facts for the purposes of this Order and any legal proceedings taken thereunder. 

Appendix A – Updated schedules for Sea Road Car Park, Pevensey Bay and The Willows Car Park, Alfriston to incorporate electronic payments.

· Wording amendments – general - 24hr should read 23hr.

Update main body of the Car Parking Order, remove 24hr and replace with 23hr to coincide with the regulations provided within the car parks.

· Woolpack Car Park, Herstmonceux – request by Parish Council to change car park from 23hr to 3hr.

To assist local businesses to flourish within the Herstmonceux Parish, a request from the Parish council has been received to amend the Woolpack Car Park hours.  The request is for the 22 Long Stay Bays (23hr) to be reduced to 22 Short Stay Bays (3hr – Monday to Saturday 8:00am to 18:00pm).  
Appendix B - Maps and Schedules

· Peelings Lane Car Park, Westham – request by Parish Council to change car park from 23hr to 3hr.

To assist Westham Village Hall to flourish within the Westham Parish, a request from the Parish council has been received to amend the Peelings Lane Car Park hours.  The request is for the 24 Long Stay Bays (23hr) to be reduced to 24 Short Stay Bays (3hr – Monday to Saturday 8:00am to 18:00pm) 
Appendix C - Maps and Schedules

· Implement/increase charging of permits across the district.

Introduction of Annual Permit charge for businesses and residents at 
The Dene Car Park, Alfriston (this does not apply to the dedicated permit spaces).  

When The Dene Car Park, Alfriston was managed by the Parish Council a permit scheme for local businesses and residents without on-site parking was in place.  The provision of the permits is free of charge and spaces are not designated; the permit allows users to overstay the 3hr time limit.  

There are the following number of parking spaces in The Dene Car Park:
21 Permit Spaces dedicated to particular residential properties (these are currently chargeable at £144 per space)
48 x 3hr Parking Spaces – these spaces can be used by visitors/residents/ businesses and are free of charge for 3 hrs.  Permits are issued to businesses and local residents to allow users to overstay the 3hr time limit.

We currently issue 150 permits for 48 spaces and whilst the permits are not used every day there is rarely any free spaces in this car park for visitors to the village.  By introducing a charge, the number of permits being requested and issued is expected to reduce, freeing up spaces for visitors.

Appendix D - Permits – charging for Residents and Businesses (Alfriston) – cost analysis to include benchmarking.

Introduction of an annual cost
Residents - £75 for the 1st Permit, followed by £100 for additional permits.
Businesses - £100 for the 1st Permit, followed by £125 for additional permits.
Dedicated Residential Permits at The Dene Car Park (21) – increase in charge to £200 per permit.

Increase in revenue £15,380.00 (ex VAT) – this figure is based on current requests for permits.

Increase in revenue £11,535.00 (ex VAT) – this figure is based on current requests for permits with a 25% reduction.

The charges for the option have been benchmarked against neighbouring authorities.  The charges proposed are considerably lower.

	Rother District Council
	

	Resident/Business
	Annual Charge £350 - £500 dependant on Car Park



	Eastbourne Borough Council
	

	Resident (2 max) – Annual
	1st Permit £95.00, 2nd Permit £130.00

	Business (6 max) - Annual
	Zone 1 £286.00, all other Zones £546.00

	Blue Badge Holders - Annual
	£6.50 – all Zones

	Lewes District Council
	

	Resident - Annual
	1st Permit £95.00, 2nd Permit £130.00

	Business - Annual
	£1,000 – all Zones




Further permit changes across the district (to ensure consistency) would be as follows:

Permit charges at South Street Car Park, Mayfield and New Road Car Park, Crowborough are charged at £144.00 per permit.  This permit allows the user to overstay the time allocation in the car park but does not provide a designated bay.  To ensure continuity across all Wealden Car Parks the permits for these car parks will be reduced to £75 for the 1st Permit, followed by £100 for additional permits. This falls in line with the Alfriston scheme as detailed above, with a reduction of income of £464.00

Charging amendments if approved to be added to the Fees and Charges Book 2024/2025.

The recommendation is to grant permission to implement the above permit charges from 1 April 2024.


· Increase Excess Charge Notice amounts in line with neighbouring authorities.

Wealden District Council Excess Charge Notice amounts have been in place for the last 10+ years.  

The amounts are £30 if paid within 14 days (reduced rate) and £60 if paid 15+ days (regular rate).  

The current rates in neighbouring authorities are £35 if paid within 14 days (reduced rate) and £70 if paid 15+ days (regular rate).  

Income generation will increase by £13,730.00 based on valid ECN’s issued in 2022/2023.  The increased income generates is based on the lower amount being paid.

The recommendation is to increase the Excess Charge Notice amounts to £35 and £70 from the 1 April 2024.
Charging amendments if approved to be added to the Fees and Charges Book 2024/2025.




These changes recommended in the attached Appendices: -

(a) Appendix A - Revised Car Parking Schedules and Maps – The Willows Car Park, Alfriston and Sea Road Car Park, Pevensey Bay

(b) Appendix B - Revised Car Parking Schedules and Maps – Woolpack Car Park, Herstmonceux

(c) Appendix C - Revised Car Parking Schedules and Maps – Peelings Lane Car Park, Westham

(d) Appendix D - Permits – charging for Residents and Businesses (Alfriston) – cost analysis to include benchmarking.

Conclusion

To amend the Wealden District Council (Off Street Parking Places) Order 2015, Amendments 1 2, 3 & 4, to reflect improvements and amendments to the Council’s Car Parks.  The amendments reflect the current requirements for Car Parking provision within the District.  If not implemented this will have an impact on the management and legal enforcement requirements for parking within the towns and villages.  If any changes to the car parks and management are not added as an Amendment to the Wealden District Council (Off Street Parking Places) Order 2015, then enforcement will not be legally upheld.

Corporate Management Team Advice
That the Portfolio Holder approves the amendments to the Off Street Parking Places Order 2015.

Implications
	Financial:

	Given the significant financial pressures the Council will continue to face through the ongoing reductions in government grant and the significant investment the Council is already making in the maintenance of car parks, it is recommended that the Council should progress these revised parking arrangements providing it does not increase running costs beyond the current budget to deliver the Council’s parking policy.

Wealden District Council work closely with Town and Parish Councils to ensure the parking provision matches their requirements and support their local high streets. 




Climate Change Implications
Provision has been made in some of Wealden District Car Parks to incorporate EV Charging Points for residents and visitors to our car parks.  The number of EV Charging Points are due to increase over the coming years.

	Legal:

	Amendment to the Off Street Car Parking Places Order 2015 and Amendments 1 2, 3 & 4.


	Human Resources:

	None.

	Equalities:
Equality Consultation is carried out as part of the Council’s Car Park Refurbishment Plan.  Any issues relating to signage or surfaces are discussed as part of the programme and implemented as required.  A new Equalities Impact Assessment has been carried out and no issues were identified.

Consultation:.

For any changes held within this report, 6 weeks’ notice will be given prior to implementation.  Notification will be provided via posters within the car parks and via social media and website.

	


Contacts/ References:
	Director
	David Plank, Director of Community

	Head of Service
	Chris Bone, Head of Waste, Assets and Crematorium

	Report Author
	Tina Ford – Car Parking and Facilities Manager

	Contact Details
	Tel.No 07985 812012 – tina.ford@wealden.gov.uk
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