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The Wealden Housing Strategy establishes that the District is an area of high demand for housing and that 
affordability is a key issue due to high house prices and the number of people on relatively low incomes. The 
Council has a strategic objective to regularly assess current and future housing needs across the District and 
this is achieved through an analysis of the Housing Register and Homelessness data, and perhaps most 
significantly Housing Needs Surveys.  
 
In 1999 a detailed Housing Needs Survey was undertaken on behalf of the Council by David Couttie 
Associates (DCA) with the aim of informing the development of both the Housing Strategy and the affordable 
housing policy within the Local Plan. The findings were published in a Final Report in February 2000 that 
included an Executive Summary, and a separate Summary of the Main Findings was also produced for 
circulation to key stakeholders. Subsequently the consultants, DCA, carried out an analysis of the data at 
parish level and produced a Summary Report for each of the District’s 42 towns/parishes. 
 
The Housing Needs Survey provided a “snapshot” of the current housing needs and a projection of housing 
needs to 2004 and beyond. A further statistical extrapolation has been used by the Council's Housing 
Department to project the affordable need at April 2011. The following table gives a breakdown of the extent 
and distribution of housing need across the District 
 
In addition, an up-to-date survey of rural housing needs has been undertaken in association with Parish 
Councils in order to justify the rural affordable housing allocations proposed under Policy HG6. The results of 
these surveys are available separately from the Council’s Director of Community Services. 
 
 
Area Existing 

Households 
New-forming 
Households 

Total 
Households 
in Need (% 
of total) 

Projected 
need at 
April 2011 

Anywhere in the District 20 106 126  (5.08%) 147 
Alfriston 7 0 7      (0.28%) 8 
Berwick 4 0 4      (0.16%) 5 
Buxted 19 0 19    (0.77%) 22 
Chiddingly 8 13 21    (0.85%) 25 
Crowborough 112 320 432  

(17.30%) 
501 

Danehill 5 0 5      (0.20%) 6 
East Dean/Friston 4 5 9      (0.36%) 11 
East Hoathly 3 6 9      (0.36%) 11 
Fletching 8 4 12    (0.48%) 14 
Forest Row 36 65 101  (4.07%) 118 
Framfield 4 7 11    (0.44%) 13 
Frant 13 0 13    (0.52%) 16 
Hadlow Down 3 0 3      (0.12%) 4 
Hailsham 132 250 382  

(15.41%) 
446 

Hartfield 14 6 20    (0.80%) 23 
Heathfield/Waldron 52 185 237  (9.56%) 277 
Hellingly 10 5 15    (0.61%) 18 
Herstmonceux 20 25 45    (1.82%) 53 
Hooe 3 4 7      (0.28%) 8 
Horam 15 15 30    (1.21%) 35 
Isfield 1 0 1      (0.04%) 1 
Laughton 5 0 5      (0.20%) 6 
Little Horsted 2 0 2      (0.08%) 3 
Long Man 1 0 1      (0.04%) 1 
Maresfield 10 0 10    (0.40%) 12 
Mayfield 15 30 45    (1.82%) 53 
Ninfield 7 17 24    (0.97%) 28 
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Pevensey 20 12 32    (1.29%) 37 
Polegate 62 140 202  (8.15%) 236 
Rotherfield 12 8 20    (0.80%) 23 
Selmeston 1 0 1      (0.04%) 1 
Uckfield 154 260 414  

(16.70%) 
484 

Wadhurst 30 35 65    (2.62%) 76 
Warbleton 2 10 12    (0.48%) 14 
Wartling 0 4 4      (0.16%) 5 
Westham 21 80 101  (4.07%) 118 
Willingdon/Jevington 12 0 12    (0.48%) 14 
Withyham 12 8 20    (0.80%) 23 
 
Totals 

 
859 

 
1620 

 
2479 

 
2896 

 
Further information on the Housing Needs Survey and on housing needs assessment in general can be 
obtained from the Council's Director of Community Services. 


