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Woodland – Species and Habitats 
 
The re-consultaƟon updated the ecology survey records, masterplans, designs and SANGS.  The 
community maintain the strong objecƟon to the original and amended proposals and ask for the 
following to be considered where appropriate.  
 
The local community are also observers of these same environs such as the ancient woodland, 
meadows, the natural environment and record the species and ground flora surrounding Downlands 
Farm and woodlands.  
 
Therefore, pictures of the habitats and species during the seasons, seem the only prudent way to 
demonstrate that the habitats tell a different story to that of the updated spreadsheets provided by 
the developer.  The following responds to the re-consultaƟon on behalf of the species and habitats 
impacted and various pictures and further observaƟons are provided if the inspector is minded to 
consider the informaƟon. 
 
The community have a different point of view to that of the developers in that the proposed 
development will break this most natural environment.  Avoiding harm by providing protecƟon from 
isolaƟng and fragmenƟng the woodlands is the only measure suitable at Downlands which should 
never be built on.  ConservaƟon of the habitats for the species and heritage is the only appropriate 
measure for this Downlands area. 
 
This is a response to the re-consultaƟon and the abundance of species and ground flora at 
Downlands Farm.   
 
Please note, this reply is not in order of priority and is a means to collate informaƟon. 
 
 

A22 Woodland Ground Flora April and May 2023  
 
1. A22 Compartment SC2 – W8 transiƟon from Lake Wood conƟnuous Woodland to Thirty Acre 

Wood. 
 

2. The developers have added in their re-consultaƟon ground flora of secƟon W8.  Pictures of the 
same area were taken in April May 2023 and May 2023 and these follow.   
 

3. The following are pictures are of the ground flora from Lake Wood near tree sprayed with 
reference “P9” through developments compartment SC2 to Thirty Acre Wood compartment W8.  
These are conƟnuous deciduous and ancient woodlands and plantaƟons, along the side of the 
A22.   W8 includes the locaƟon of the proposed new roundabout and access road.  Of concern is 
any access visibility splays impacƟng more corridors of the woodlands, as well as breaking 
through the woodlands. 
 

4. The developers seem to advise no woodland will be lost and no irreplaceable habitat will be 
harmed.   The ground flora indicates the old woodland is a site of ancient woodland, ecological 
conƟnuity as shown the old maps (see Woodlands & Heritage update re-consultaƟon). 
 

5. The pictures following were taken in April 2023 and May 2023 and provide evidence of the 
ancient woodland ground flora species indicators in abundance through the woodlands linked to 
Lake Wood and Thirty Acre Wood.  This is what the local community has seen for decades driving 
along the A22 or walking to/from Lake Wood.   
 

6. We confirm these pictures were taken this year, in this locaƟon, to support how important the 
soil and these woodlands connecƟons are to Lake Wood and demonstrate the abundance of 
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ancient woodland ground flora.  We feel it is not possible to divide the woodland into 
compartments to facilitate road access for a roundabout and road access for the emergency 
access and cycles as demonstrated by the pictures – these are conƟnuous habitats.  Many of the 
pictures will be self-evident on site based on the trees (standing, fallen, plantaƟon), shapes of 
branches, deadwood. 

 

 
7. Lake Wood ground flora looking towards the large fallen tree and tree P9 – 26th April 2023 from 

the carriage drive.  The fallen tree is now on the ground next to the tree marked P9. 



Page 3 
 

 
8. W8 - A22 Thirty Acre Wood Ground Flora – woodland and plantaƟon. April & May 2023 
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9. A22 Thirty Acre Wood Ground Flora – woodland and plantaƟon. April & May 2023 

 
10. The abundance of ancient woodland indicator species is shown in the photos and included 

abundant dogs mercury, dominant wood anemone, frequent goldilocks buƩercup in one part of 
transect w8, wood spurge was frequent in the access road area , bluebell also recorded frequent 
and the goldilocks buƩercup where the access road is proposed.  Wood avens was found in W8 
not on developers list, as was common figwort, hedge woundwort was seen, some bilberry was 
also seen in W8. 
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11. A22 Thirty Acre Wood Ground Flora – woodland and plantaƟon. April & May 2023 
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12. A22 Thirty Acre Wood Ground Flora – woodland and plantaƟon. April & May 2023 

 
13. Wood Spurge frequent in one secƟon and frequent goldilocks buƩercup was seen in the 

proposed access area of W8  
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14. A22 Thirty Acre Wood Ground Flora – woodland and plantaƟon. April & May 2023 

 
15. Wood spurge was frequent in the access area for roundabout and road  
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16. The abundance of ground flora for the roundabout and access area does not appear to be fairly 
represented in spreadsheets. 

 

 
17. A22 Thirty Acre Wood Ground Flora – woodland and plantaƟon. April & May 2023 
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18. A22 Thirty Acre Wood Ground Flora – woodland and plantaƟon. April & May 2023 

 
19. Of concern, the woodland flora from Lake Wood flows through to the adjacent plantaƟon 

woodland as per some of these pictures.  This may have been called Scrub SC2 yet the pictures 
show plantaƟon woodland, wood anemone, bluebell, dogs mercury, lords and ladies.  Is this 
proposed for re-engineering in the masterplan next to Lake Wood? This is much need plantaƟon 
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woodland providing connecƟvity to a major ancient woodland site (Lake Wood) with acƟve hazel 
dormouse in the plantaƟon woodland /  flora supporƟng Lake Wood for the NDMP and NBMP. 

 
20. A22 Thirty Acre Wood Ground Flora – woodland and plantaƟon. April & May 2023 
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21. A22 Thirty Acre Wood Ground Flora – woodland and plantaƟon. April & May 2023 
 
22. A frequent abundance of early purple orchid by the bypass in one secƟon of W8, was it recorded 

on the spreadsheet as frequent?  
 
23. Evidence of fencing dilapidaƟon which occurs throughout these woodlands. 
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24. A22 Thirty Acre Wood Ground Flora – woodland and plantaƟon. April & May 2023 

 
25. Common Figwort in W8, was it recorded?  One of the three plantaƟon woodland with Dominant 

bluebell, heritage records demonstrate how old this area is. 
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26. A22 Thirty Acre Wood Ground Flora – woodland and plantaƟon. April & May 2023 
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BudleƩs Wood – bluebell and cow-wheat 

 
27. BudleƩs Wood is a Sussex Bluebell woodlands parts of which are placed in a SANG – of concern 

is what happens to the connecƟon of BudleƩs Wood to the SANG re-consultaƟon  
 

28. BudleƩs Wood ancient woodland and abundant cow-wheat ancient woodland ground flora.  The 
SANGS update appears to place this delicate ecosystem of ancient woodland ground flora being 
drilled with metal spikes, and a 2m board walk with a volume of visitors never experience and 
many more dogs running through this habitat can only lead to irreversible harm to irreplaceable 
habitat in BudleƩs Wood.     

 
29. Abundant Cow-wheat in part of the BudleƩs Wood mosaic of irreplaceable habitats 
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iNaturalist app - 200 Species ObservaƟons   
 
30. Species observaƟons in the area have also included using the iNaturalist mobile app.  The 

pictures of observaƟons are from 2022 to 2023 and hold 200 records of observaƟons of the flora 
and fauna during the seasons, accounƟng for circa 350 observaƟons and 200 plus species 
pictures. 
 

31. The pictures of observaƟons have been made between BudleƩs, Downlands Farm and Thirty 
Acre Wood, with a few records in Lake Wood up to 2023. 

 
32. The White Admiral buƩerfly for example was seen in 2023 and recorded in 2022, picture below.  

The developers may have dismissed this buƩerfly being in the local area. 
 

33. Of concern is the impact to the normally unseen irreplaceable species and habitat ground flora 
such as the fungi and mushrooms across BudleƩs Woods and all the flora and fauna species.  
Irreplaceable habitat is a thriving natural ecosystem.  The proposed impact by recreaƟonal 
pressure, direct and  indirect harm and now proposing addiƟonal harm to this naƟonal 
environment with a new 2m x 464m man-made boardwalk punching through natural 
irreplaceable habitats shows how liƩle the new masterplan has really cared about the 
environment in the pursuit of development.   

 
34. Therefore, to help provide an alternaƟve picture to the species in the area, the following pictures 

are screenshots capturing the local community observaƟons.  We confirm these pictures and 
observaƟons are recording the species from Downlands Farm area, BudleƩs to Thirty Acre Wood 
.  Some records have recently been added via an iRecord app. 

 
35. We are grateful for the inspectors tolerance as we merely wish to ensure the whole picture 

regarding the re-consultaƟon is aware of the local community records as well.  
 

36. A picture paints a thousand words, we felt these records may not be accepted unless they could 
be idenƟfied and therefore this seemed the only appropriate method to indicate other species 
found via the  iNaturalist app 2022-2023 and the pictures of observaƟons from the Downlands 
Farm area, BudleƩs, Thirty Acre Wood, a few from Lake Wood follow :- 
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The Persian ironwood is from a different woodland.  
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37. The majority of the fungi was from BudleƩs Wood and Shermanreed ghyll Woodland Autumn 

2022.  The pictures were the local Downland Farm woodlands unless stated, the observaƟon 
added to iNaturalist to aid recording and potenƟal/likely species. 



Page 26 
 

 
 
 
 

 
 

  



Page 27 
 

 

 



Page 28 
 

 



Page 29 
 

 
 



Page 30 
 

 

 

 
 



Page 31 
 

  
 

 
38. NB, the 200+ pictures of the species 
are records of what was seen , some pending 
confirmaƟon from 350 observaƟons 
 
39. The records highlight the rich 
assemblage and evidence the diversity of 
species at Downlands Farm 
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iRecord Species App 
 
40. This is a mobile app to record observaƟons and species , which are independently assessed.  We 

confirm the following records are for the Downlands Farm local environment unless otherwise 
stated.  Some records are in the queue for independent confirmaƟon, with pictures aƩached of 
the species found. 
 

41. This demonstrates further species records for the area not all are on the SxBRC list yet. 
 
Amphibian and RepƟle  
 
42. The following records have been added to the Sussex Biodiversity Record Centre (SxBRC) and are 

pending independent assessment.  These are all from 2023 Downlands Farm - demonstraƟng 
thriving and healthy populaƟon of amphibians and repƟles.  Toads in ponds apparently are a 
priority pond habitat and place them in the top 20% of ponds. 

 

 

 
 
43.  Pending SxBRC assessment, each with pictures, Downlands Farm include :- 
 Slow Worm – 17 
 Common Lizard – 17 
 Grass Snake – 7 

Common Toad – 5 
Common Frog – 5 
Great Crested Newt – 1 

 
44. SxBRC records for example include the following insects including 6 records of the White Admiral 

BuƩerfly – not found by the developers desk-based assessment. 
 

Insects 
 
45. The WD/2006/2855 insect survey of Downlands Farm last planning applicaƟon demonstrated a 

site of interest.  Why has the developer not referred to this list in their desk-based studies, and 
why has it not been recorded on the desk-based systems they say they use?  It is of concern that 
their previous ecology reports have not been provided to SxBRC for input to the desk-based 
systems, and have their current reports been provided to SxBRC for the databases?  
Development ecologists advise they review desk-based records, but the system also needs their 
reports to be included as well. 
 

46. The following is to example the type of insects being observed, and the developers conducted no 
adequate update to their old Entomology survey yet the last survey advised area was of interest 
and County important.   
 

47. The following insects are Accepted as considered correct at SxBRC via the iRecord app –
Downlands Farm .  The buƩerfly species indicaƟng an environment of woodland and grassland 
(the grassland an important aspect supporƟng the woodlands).  Within the evidence another 
buƩerfly species was advised by a resident. 
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(The only record out of the Downlands Farm area was The silver studded blue from Cornwall, a notable 
buƩerfly for the buƩerfly records) 
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iRecord BuƩerflies 
 
48. The  iRecord BuƩerfly app is part of SxBRC and these were recorded at Downlands Farm 2022 

and 2023 via the BuƩerfly app.  Of interest, the assemblage of buƩerflies indicates the 
importance of the woodlands combined with heath and grassland meadows habitats.  The White 
Admiral buƩerflies are recorded via iRecord not this app.  This is just one list not the combined 
list of other observers in the area.  To our mind, this shows another aspect that the area supports 
a wide array of species not considered with the updated species records. 
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Bats 
 
49. It is of significance to note the Barbastelle, a scarce species in Sussex and known to be using the 

area from other local bat surveys including Mr Bell at Gormanstan adjacent to Downlands Farm 
(we understand the Gormanstan bat survey has been sent to the inspector by 26th September for 
consideraƟon).  
 

50. It therefore does not seem appropriate the re-consultaƟon dismissed the Barbastelle bat by the 
developers.  It is known in this locaƟon from other surveys.  It is of concern that it has been 
dismissed in the re-consultaƟon as these are very suitable habitats for Barbastelle.   
 

51. In addiƟon, we would like to ask for specific advice from the Sussex Bat ConservaƟon experts 
regarding the Bechstein bat habitats and has the  Downlands Farm applicaƟon lacked 
appropriate study within the MyoƟs sp. group within their re-consultaƟon and previous reports.  
The Bechstein has been recorded within the noƟfiable distance, we understand it is very rare and 
requires experts and further study to make an assessment as we understand it may be an Annex 
species and a noƟfiable bat.   
 

52. The first step of protecƟng irreplaceable habitat and protected species is to avoid harm, loss and 
deterioraƟon and the local community feel this applies to the bat species using the area and that 
the side of Lake Wood and Fir Tree Grove / Gormanstan staƟc recording for all the bats has not 
been provided. 
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NaƟonal Biodiversity Network (NBN) and Atlas 1  
 

53. NBN is included as an example due to the re-consultaƟon we checked other species recorded 
and accessible via desk-based systems. 
 

54. We checked an easy-to-use system called NaƟonal Biodiversity Network (NBN) Atlas 2 which is an 
online dataset and described as “The NBN Atlas is the UK's largest repository of publicly available 
biodiversity data, with more than 200 million records of over 46,000 UK species. This is a vital 
resource for those who wish to understand and protect nature” and data from this independent 
system has therefore been included as we also consider it as a “desk-based” facility apparently 
not referenced by the developers.  For example, the White Admiral was discounted as not in the 
area by the developers, yet new records are in 2022.  
 

55. The NBN Atlas is an independent system collaƟng some of the records from other independent 
services.  The map shows the area explored with a 1km radius around Downlands. 
 

56. NBN records indicate there are some 6220+- independent records for 762 species for Downlands 
Farm with a 1km radius. These records are a powerful addiƟonal resource to demonstrate how 
important the species are in this area.  
 
 

 
57. NBN map for the following group of species, 1km radius from centre of Downlands Farm, North 

Uckfield. 
 

  

 
1 hƩps://records.nbnatlas.org/explore/your-area#50.9830|0.0874|14|ALL_SPECIES  
2 hƩps://nbnatlas.org/ 
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Example species from NBN 
 

58. Table of NBN Summary Species 1km radius, Downlands Farm.  Of note, 315 insects have been 
idenƟfied and 73 birds , in addiƟon to SxBRC idenƟfying 118 birds for the area.   
 

59. The NBN Atlas list is available for free download , however, we thought 6220 species records may 
not be appropriate for the inquiry and note that it is available on line if required. 
 

 
 
 
60. In the NBN records there are 67 fungi species in the area, how do they know which ones are in 

the ancient woodland ground proposed to be changed? Or potenƟally up to 272 plants and 
which ones are within the Downlands area and evidenced nearby within the radius.  Pictures of 
fungi are noted on the iNaturalist list. 
 

61. Of note, the NBN highlights 315 insects within the radius of Downlands Farm, independently 
verified within the Downlands Farm area.  
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NBN & Bird records 
 
62. Walkers know there are more birds here than the developers have been able to record with a 

few site visits.  The community are very concerned about the assemblage of birds using 
Downlands, SxBRC indicated 118, some are very scarce and endangered species have been 
missed including a locally known Annex 1 bird, the owl populaƟon, and many other prioirty 
species which visit and Lake Wood etc.  The following is a list of birds from NBN which should be 
cross-referenced to other species lists available. 
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63. Of note, the Ashdown Forest bird species for Sept and Oct 2023 has been published, it is noted 
below (extract from Facebook Ashdown Forest). As you can see in Autumn there are many 
similariƟes to the Downlands Farm and Lake Wood species lists, both the heritage landscapes are 
only a few km apart and literally face each other (in landscape seƫng and aspect) though we do 
not recall seeing Osprey! 
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64. The NBN system has a key online for their charts and gives a chart colour coded to groups of 

species.  This gives an indicaƟon of the breadth of assemblage of species, highlighted by the NBN 
records, not referenced by the developers. 
 

65. Downloaded from NBN referenced above, the NBN Charts for Downlands Farm 1km radius by 
Species grouped by  

 
 a. Family and  
 b. Genus 
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New Boardwalk path & BudleƩs Wood clearing 4C – restorable heath and acid soil 
habitat in ancient woodland 
 
66. The proposed boardwalk impacts restorable heather habitats which are rare. WD/2006/2855 

(copy below) described the woodlands as an important NaƟonal VegetaƟon ClassificaƟon.  This 
included heathy woodland compartment W16 describes the heather we believe may be part of 
the area the proposed board walk may go over – a rare habitat of acid well drained soils. This 
area used to have much more heather 15-20 years or so ago and why has so much heather since 
disappeared which was also recorded in WD/2006/2855. Remnants of the heather are sƟll 
present and restorable, with acid species indicators such as tormenƟl and devil’s bit scabious 
present.  In spring the area is abundant in other AW species such as bluebell.  Volumes of visitors 
impacƟng the woodlands will not achieve this tranquil spot achieving any form of meaningful 
high disƟncƟveness or heathland. The boardwalk goes over the remnants of heather, tormenƟl, 
bluebell, devil’s bit scabious.   

 
67. Of concern relaƟng to the SANGS re-consultaƟon, we referred back to the MAGIC map system 

and were alarmed to find these records of Downlands Farm (map below). The ancient woodland 
area within BudleƩs Wood clearing (4c ?) in ancient woodland with acid species indicators and 
bluebell woodlands,  why is it not shown on the maps as priority habitat and now shows as a soil 
category 3?  This is a rare habitat of both ancient woodland and restorable lowland heath. Soil 
grade 3 hardly reflects the habitat. 

 
68. The developers report advised it had now provided a baseline for Downlands Farm, why are the 

records downgrading these habitats but how can it have provided a baseline if it is not recorded 
on MAGIC correctly?  For example, of great concern is the restorable priority acid habitat IN the 
ancient woodlands of BudleƩs Common.  Why has it been amended to soil group 3? In addiƟon, 
the Oak Parkland area proposed for the SANGS, off SnaƩs road, has been shown as scrub by the 
developer.  How can this be accurate when the Woodland Trust maps and the RAF maps of 1959 
show the woodlands including this area off SnaƩs Road.  How can MAGIC now record woodland 
habitats with huge stands of oak between Paygate Wood and Shermanreed Ghyll just as a grade 
4 soil.  What is happening to these local map records of this remarkable habitat?  The MAGIC 
map area below appears to correspond to the ecology maps of the developers.  We would be 
extremely grateful if independent assessments and map updates can be recommended. 
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69. Due to the re-consultaƟon, we referred back to the woodland evidence in their previous 

applicaƟon and copied their assessment from WD/2006/2855 below W16 likely the BudleƩs 
Wood clearing in this latest applicaƟon 4c evidencing the heather and acid soils. 
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70. The community are concerned which flora the developers wish to pick and choose for removal 

for a proposed board-walk, which part of an irreplaceable habitat jusƟfies this acƟon? In the 
sandstone area in the clearing, do  they propose to drill into the sandstone and damage it, which 
is part of the dry area on a path? 

 

 
 

71. Picture restorable heath area in spring 2022 (above) 
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72. Proposed 2m Boardwalk in Ancient Woodland BudleƩs Wood - The current small path used by 
local walkers through BudleƩs Wood, is this the probable locaƟon of the proposed new 
boardwalk in a natural ancient woodland?  The 2m boardwalk proposal will have to go over 
ancient woodland bluebells and other AW ground flora as in the picture above which also has 
areas of wild honeysuckle and primrose and in the Autumn many types of fungi in the AW along 
this path. The narrow path would have to be widened in BudleƩs Wood to accommodate the 
proposed 2m man-made structure (the recent Uckfield Bird in Eye appeal was dismissed and the 
dismissal included specific reference to widening a path in ancient woodland and adverse impact 
to the ground flora) If the proposed boardwalk is not in this the locaƟon, there are no other 
paths in this area of BudleƩs Wood – a quiet tranquil ancient woodland.  This area is possibly one 
of the areas in the Uckfield Tourist Guide of the 1800s noted for its heathland. 
 
 

73. AW flora cow-wheat should be recorded as “Dominant” in 
the woodland surveys.  Cow-Wheat in one part of BudleƩs Wood is 
very dominant in the mosaic of different types of AW. It is thought 
the new board-walk places a 2m width man-made structure in 
places over this fragile ancient woodland ground flora plant 
introducing loss and direct harm.  The board walk is introducing 
harm to irreplaceable habitat only because of the developers 
proposed increased recreaƟonal visitors not because of the current 
gentle use. 
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74. BudleƩs Wood / Shermanreed Ghyll - Sussex Rare Devil’s Fingers near the carriage drive and 
likely locaƟon of suggested boardwalk has not been accounted for with the 2m boardwalk for 
this ancient woodland fungi network.  The iNaturalist pictures demonstrate a complex ecosystem 
including the fungi. 

 

 
 

  



Page 48 
 

 

Fir Tree Grove 
 

 
75. Area of other Gormanstan bat records (survey in evidence) including Barbastelle.  No footpath 

access from the field side of Fir Tree Grove. The area within Fir Tree Grove has no lighƟng and 
joins Lake Wood.  The developers ecology surveys seem lacking in the bat records at this part of 
the Downlands area. 
 

Longwood Gill – ancient ghyll woodland 
 
76. Due to the re-consultaƟon, we are deeply concerned for the protecƟon and conservaƟon of 

Longwood Gill.  Whilst this evidence may be in the inquiry, due to its significance we extracted 
the lower plant survey and other relevant species informaƟon , sƟll missing protecƟon within the 
re-consultaƟon and exposed to irreversible damage with the updated plans. 
 

77.  
  

 
 

 
78. access their 

habitats if the area is dog proofed and important woodlands carved up with fencing? 
 

79. Cat and (small) dogs are able to move under hawthorn and blackthorn buffer planƟng which will 
not prevent their access to the woodlands or Longwood Gill.   In the Bird in Eye Inquiry, the 
developers suggested this planƟng prevented access to habitats. 
 

80. Cat predaƟon of hibernaƟng dormouse and predaƟon of a host of wildlife, mammals and birds 
within the gill habitat previously undisturbed.   
 

81. In addiƟon, the new SANGS has not reflected on the water flow changes to the lower plant 
survey of Longwood Gill from the previous applicaƟon WD/2006/2855 likely to meet the criteria 
as a Local Wildlife Site and should be assessed and protected as such.  Longwood Gill is very 
likely to meet InternaƟonal Significance based on the past surveys of Longwood Gill.  Parts of 
Longwood Gill at its base are sƟll proposed within the SANG and the Longwood Gill stream 
reaches up and over the carriage drive at Ɵmes, and the ghylls stream conƟnues through Thirty 
Acre Wood which is the base of the ghyll within the SANGS. The depth of the watercourse has 
not been assessed for the SANG in winter months.  The new proposals fencing off all these 
connected woodlands will indirectly and directly bring harm. 
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Sports Pitch & Longwood Gill  
 
82. A sports pitch was suggested in one of the maps, does this sƟll apply? This was adjacent to 

Longwood Gill , could impact all the species within this response including the dormouse 
hedgerow to the GCN pond in the Woodland Copse on some plans, it is unclear if this remains 
within the plan , however, in the proof of evidence there is menƟon of sport play field provision.   
 

83. We have not found an assessment for the impact a proposed sports pitch may include such as  
lighƟng , pitches and provision of parking is proposed for the sport pitch, and how that impacts 
SnaƩs Road and the bypass with other people and clubs using  this, also having an impact on the 
species.  However, this will create further light, noise and disturbance to a very quiet ghyll 
habitat and potenƟal further impact if the sports pitch has surface and groundwater run-off, or if 
a 3G pitch is added which would introduce plasƟcs to the natural environment.  
 

84. Sports pitches normally have car parks.  A SANGS car park will never provide enough parking for 
club sports.  Therefore, where is the parking for the sports provision and what assessments have 
been provided for the increased impact to the environment and species within. It sƟll remains 
inappropriate to add any car park in this environment, encase this ghyll on all sides by SANG, 
visitor impact, development, SuDS , Sewage treatment, dog and cat predaƟon, recreaƟon and 
sports fields.   
 

85. The following is a cut and paste from WD/2006/2855 regarding Longwood Gill, likely of 
InternaƟonal Significance (Rose & Patmore, Ghylls) and the impact of the  updated SANGS sƟll 
has significant impact on this habitat fragmenƟng it with the SANG, housing and fencing.  We 
apologise if in evidence,  however,  the lower plant survey of Longwood Gill has seemingly not 
been assessed for direct and indirect impact in the re-consultaƟon and concerns had been 
voiced. 

  



Page 50 
 

 
Longwood Gill Lower Plant Survey of Sandrocks  
 
86. From WD/2006/2885 have they desk-based assessed their own previous survey? We could find 

no reference to the direct or indirect impacts to their former survey in the re-consultaƟon. 
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WD/2006/2855 references Longwood Gill “It probably also makes a significant contribuƟon to the 
networks of gills and sandrock that gives the High Weald its internaƟonal importance for lower 
plants”   This sƟll has not been adequately addressed in the re-consultaƟon and fencing it off is not 
adequate for such an important feature.  
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Paygate Wood -  Parkland Oaks between Paygate Wood and Sherman Reed woodlands 
 
87. In the  SANGS re-consultaƟon we were unable to find an assessment for these stands of oak 

trees off SnaƩs Road near the proposed car park, or an assessment of the required connecƟvity 
between Paygate Wood  ancient woodland to Shermanreed ghyll.    
 

88. Is there an assessment if this may idenƟfy as “Parkland” criteria and may engage an ancient 
woodland protecƟon area?. 
 

89. Landscape seƫng - the SANGS car park in this important landscape harms the woodlands 
heritage rural character and appearance of the woodland and oak parkland.   
 

90. Engineering the SANGS adjacent to Paygate Wood introduces change and harm to another 
ancient woodland.  It is unclear from the maps what buffers are proposed without engineering 
impact adjacent to Paygate Wood which is currently a quietly used seƩled footpath.  The area is 
a recorded priority habitat which was previously woodland shown on all the older maps, the field 
shows itself full of naturally regeneraƟng oak saplings. 
 

91. AddiƟonally, of concern is the proposed  SANGS car park impact to the landscape seƫng of 
Paygate Wood with a tarmac carpark in its woodland seƫng and any direct/indirect impact. 
 

92. Woodland species - The understorey of the oak trees is now supporƟng wildlife and restoring the 
woodland connecƟvity.  What assessments have been included for birds, amphibians, repƟles 
and if it is now used by the arboreal hazel dormouse within the  bramble and blackberries 
connected to the woodlands known to support dormouse and Barbastelle bats. 

 
93. Aerial of oak stands and oak understorey off SnaƩs Road,  understorey connects woodlands 

Paygate to Shermanreed with naturally regeneraƟng oak saplings and bramble. 
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94. Aerial of ancient woodland Paygate Wood connected through oak stands and naturally 

regeneraƟng woodland of oak / bramble understorey to Shermanreed ancient woodland ghyll, a 
natural landscape free from manmade structures and SANGS engineering.  
 

95. Thirty Acre Wood 
 

96. Thirty Acre Wood will be fragmented, isolated and enclosed on all sides, the canopy will be 
fragmented and the re-consultaƟon has not addressed this.  Removing funcƟonal connecƟvity to 
its landscape seƫng while Thirty Acre Wood has a thriving hazel dormouse and thriving bat 
populaƟon both of which rely heavily on the connecƟvity of Thirty Acre Wood to Lake Wood and 
to BudleƩs Wood and Longwood Gill etc.     
 

97. The re-consultaƟon has cycling and hard surfaces within Thirty Acre ancient woodland and likely 
removes the connected canopy.   It is unclear in the mass of paperwork if the proposed bus 
access is sƟll here as it was in early design  and what visibility splays are removed in the redesign, 
and roots impacted by compacƟon with the proposed road surfaces and how that impacts the 
updated designs. 
 

98. The “hazel dormouse maps” from the last applicaƟon WD/2006/2855 and this applicaƟon 
WD/2022/1637 clearly demonstrate that the connecƟvity for an arboreal mammal is well 
established. The updates sƟll fragment ancient Woodland in two places contrary to all standing 
advice and best pracƟces of avoiding harm to connecƟons between ancient woodland and 
endangered populaƟons within the woodlands.  The current scheme appears to offer “dropped 
kerbs” for the dormouse – completely at odds with the arboreal nature of the dormouse using a 
connecƟng canopy. 
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99. Picture of the connected woodland canopy between Thirty Acre Wood and BudleƩs Wood – 

proposed cycle and emergency access in the woodland RPA and branches cut back for access will 
disturb the woodland canopy needed by the hazel dormouse (purple beech tree is the area of 
change proposed in ancient woodland) (does this area sƟll have access for the bus?) 

 
 

 
 

100. Aerial picture of the connected ancient woodlands between Lake Wood, Thirty Acre Wood 
and BudleƩs Wood  
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101. The map evidence demonstrates that this Copse area has had woodland for hundreds of years. 
The aerial image above the Copse demonstrates it is woodland missing from the updated 
records removing its Ancient Woodland status, the re-consultaƟon has not addressed concerns 
about this woodland habitat with priority ponds, great crested newt, hazel dormouse impacts. 

 
102. Screenshot taken above the Copse and shows the similariƟes between Woodlands from aerial 

drone video in evidence  
hƩps://www.skypixel.com/photo360s/my-product-468db423-88e8-4c61-99bb-
143eb0964bfe (courtesy of Kit Wilson with approval to use / share) 


