Woodland — Species and Habitats

The re-consultation updated the ecology survey records, masterplans, designs and SANGS. The
community maintain the strong objection to the original and amended proposals and ask for the
following to be considered where appropriate.

The local community are also observers of these same environs such as the ancient woodland,
meadows, the natural environment and record the species and ground flora surrounding Downlands
Farm and woodlands.

Therefore, pictures of the habitats and species during the seasons, seem the only prudent way to
demonstrate that the habitats tell a different story to that of the updated spreadsheets provided by
the developer. The following responds to the re-consultation on behalf of the species and habitats
impacted and various pictures and further observations are provided if the inspector is minded to
consider the information.

The community have a different point of view to that of the developers in that the proposed
development will break this most natural environment. Avoiding harm by providing protection from
isolating and fragmenting the woodlands is the only measure suitable at Downlands which should
never be built on. Conservation of the habitats for the species and heritage is the only appropriate
measure for this Downlands area.

This is a response to the re-consultation and the abundance of species and ground flora at
Downlands Farm.

Please note, this reply is not in order of priority and is a means to collate information.

A22 Woodland Ground Flora April and May 2023

1. A22 Compartment SC2 — W8 transition from Lake Wood continuous Woodland to Thirty Acre
Wood.

2. The developers have added in their re-consultation ground flora of section W8. Pictures of the
same area were taken in April May 2023 and May 2023 and these follow.

3. The following are pictures are of the ground flora from Lake Wood near tree sprayed with
reference “P9” through developments compartment SC2 to Thirty Acre Wood compartment W8.
These are continuous deciduous and ancient woodlands and plantations, along the side of the
A22. W8 includes the location of the proposed new roundabout and access road. Of concern is
any access visibility splays impacting more corridors of the woodlands, as well as breaking
through the woodlands.

4. The developers seem to advise no woodland will be lost and no irreplaceable habitat will be
harmed. The ground flora indicates the old woodland is a site of ancient woodland, ecological
continuity as shown the old maps (see Woodlands & Heritage update re-consultation).

5. The pictures following were taken in April 2023 and May 2023 and provide evidence of the
ancient woodland ground flora species indicators in abundance through the woodlands linked to
Lake Wood and Thirty Acre Wood. This is what the local community has seen for decades driving
along the A22 or walking to/from Lake Wood.

6. We confirm these pictures were taken this year, in this location, to support how important the
soil and these woodlands connections are to Lake Wood and demonstrate the abundance of
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ancient woodland ground flora. We feel it is not possible to divide the woodland into
compartments to facilitate road access for a roundabout and road access for the emergency
access and cycles as demonstrated by the pictures — these are continuous habitats. Many of the
pictures will be self-evident on site based on the trees (standing, fallen, plantation), shapes of
branches, deadwood.

7. Lake Wood ground flora looking towards the large fallen tree and tree P9 — 26™" April 2023 from
the carriage drive. The fallen tree is now on the ground next to the tree marked P9.
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9. A22 Thirty Acre Wood Ground Flora — woodland and plantation. April & May 2023

10. The abundance of ancient woodland indicator species is shown in the photos and included
abundant dogs mercury, dominant wood anemone, frequent goldilocks buttercup in one part of
transect w8, wood spurge was frequent in the access road area, bluebell also recorded frequent
and the goldilocks buttercup where the access road is proposed. Wood avens was found in W8

not on developers list, as was common figwort, hedge woundwort was seen, some bilberry was
also seen in W8.
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11. A22 Thirty Acre Wood Ground Flora — woodland and plantation. April & May 2023
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13. Wood Spurge frequent in one section and frequent goldilocks buttercup was seen in the
proposed access area of W8
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14. A22 Thirty Acre Wood Ground Flora — woodland and plantation. April & May 2023

15. Wood spurge was frequent in the access area for roundabout and road
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16. The abundance of ground flora for the roundabout and access area does not appear to be fairly
represented in spreadsheets.




18. A22 Thirty Acre Wood Ground Flora — woodland and planation. April & May 2023

19. Of concern, the woodland flora from Lake Wood flows through to the adjacent plantation
woodland as per some of these pictures. This may have been called Scrub SC2 yet the pictures
show plantation woodland, wood anemone, bluebell, dogs mercury, lords and ladies. Is this
proposed for re-engineering in the masterplan next to Lake Wood? This is much need plantation
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woodland providing connectivity to a major ancient woodland site (Lake Wood) with active hazel
dormouse in the plantatlon woodland/ ﬂora supportlng Lake Wood for the NDMP and NBMP.

20. A22 Thirty Acre Wood Ground Flora —woodland and plantation. April & May 203
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21. A22 Thirty Acre Wood Ground Flora — woodland and plantation. April & May 2023

22. A frequent abundance of early purple orchid by the bypass in one section of W8, was it recorded
on the spreadsheet as frequent?

23. Evidence of fencing dilapidation which occurs throughout these woodlands.
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24. A22 Thirty Acre Wood G

Lo g

round Flora —woodland and plantation. April & May 2023

25. Common Figwort in W8, was it recorded? One of the three plantation woodland with Dominant
bluebell, heritage records demonstrate how old this area is.
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27. Budles Wod is a Sussex IebeII woodlands parts of which are pléced in a SANG — of concern
is what happens to the connection of Budletts Wood to the SANG re-consultation

4 Aant: 4

28. Budletts Wood ancient woodland and abundant cow-wheat ancient woodland ground flora. The
SANGS update appears to place this delicate ecosystem of ancient woodland ground flora being
drilled with metal spikes, and a 2m board walk with a volume of visitors never experience and

many more dogs running through this habitat can only lead to irreversible harm to irreplaceable
habitat in Budletts Wood.

T
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iNaturalist app- 200 Species Observations

30.

31.

32.

33.

34.

35.

36.

Species observations in the area have also included using the iNaturalist mobile app. The
pictures of observations are from 2022 to 2023 and hold 200 records of observations of the flora
and fauna during the seasons, accounting for circa 350 observations and 200 plus species
pictures.

The pictures of observations have been made between Budletts, Downlands Farm and Thirty
Acre Wood, with a few records in Lake Wood up to 2023.

The White Admiral butterfly for example was seen in 2023 and recorded in 2022, picture below.
The developers may have dismissed this butterfly being in the local area.

Of concern is the impact to the normally unseen irreplaceable species and habitat ground flora
such as the fungi and mushrooms across Budletts Woods and all the flora and fauna species.
Irreplaceable habitat is a thriving natural ecosystem. The proposed impact by recreational
pressure, direct and indirect harm and now proposing additional harm to this national
environment with a new 2m x 464m man-made boardwalk punching through natural
irreplaceable habitats shows how little the new masterplan has really cared about the
environment in the pursuit of development.

Therefore, to help provide an alternative picture to the species in the area, the following pictures
are screenshots capturing the local community observations. We confirm these pictures and
observations are recording the species from Downlands Farm area, Budletts to Thirty Acre Wood
. Some records have recently been added via an iRecord app.

We are grateful for the inspectors tolerance as we merely wish to ensure the whole picture
regarding the re-consultation is aware of the local community records as well.

A picture paints a thousand words, we felt these records may not be accepted unless they could
be identified and therefore this seemed the only appropriate method to indicate other species
found via the iNaturalist app 2022-2023 and the pictures of observations from the Downlands
Farm area, Budletts, Thirty Acre Wood, a few from Lake Wood follow :-
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Common Red Soldi... | Common Red Soldi...
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grasses White-legged Dams...

Blue Emperor

Beetles Field woodrush hawthorns

The Persian ironwood is from a different woodland.
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Rough chervil

Bank Vole Common Carder Bu... | Common Carder Bu...
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Thoracobombus

Dove's-foot crane's-... | Early Purple Orchid Early Dog-violet
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Goldilocks Buttercup

Spring Heath
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Trumpet Lichen Hairy-footed Flower... | Tapered Drone Fly
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Common Darter Schismatomma mosses
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mosses Beech Mushroom

Sulphur Knight common agrimony Pied Wagtail
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birch polypore Cloudy Clitocybe birch polypore
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common lichens Witch's Hat Tormentil

37. The major_i'a/ of the legi was from Budletts Wood and Shermanreed ghyll Woodland Autumn
2022. The pictures were the local Downland Farm woodlands unless stated, the observation
added to iNaturalist to aid recording and potential/likely species.
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brittlegills Freckled Dapperling | devil's-fingers Amethyst Deceiver

: Vo sl
Oak-loving Trich brittlegills




bolete mould

S i

Rollrims

Fungi Including Lich... | blusher Common Gilled Mu...
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boletes

Common European ... | Hemloek Water-dro... | common silverweed

Page 28



vr

wood ferns

N\

i \os {
bt

Compact Rush common agrimony common selfheal
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Small'Heath

Brown Silver-line Early Bumble Bee Bumble Bees
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Germander Speedw...
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orchids
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common silverweed

birch polypore

Tormentil Marsh orchids

38. NB, the 200+ pictures of the species
are records of what was seen , some pending
confirmation from 350 observations

39. The records highlight the rich
assemblage and evidence the diversity of
species at Downlands Farm



iRecord Species App

40. This is a mobile app to record observations and species , which are independently assessed. We
confirm the following records are for the Downlands Farm local environment unless otherwise
stated. Some records are in the queue for independent confirmation, with pictures attached of
the species found.

41. This demonstrates further species records for the area not all are on the SxBRC list yet.

Amphibian and Reptile

42. The following records have been added to the Sussex Biodiversity Record Centre (SxBRC) and are
pending independent assessment. These are all from 2023 Downlands Farm - demonstrating

thriving and healthy population of amphibians and reptiles. Toads in ponds apparently are a
priority pond habitat and place them in the top 20% of ponds.

Slow-worm reptile Animalia Squamata Anguidae 18 05/04/2021 27/08/2023

Common Lizard reptile Animalia Squamata Lacertidae 17 15/06/2021 23/05/2023

Grass Snake reptile Animalia Squamata Colubridae 8 14/07/2020 02/09/2023

Common Toad amphibian Animalia Anura Bufonidae 30/10/2020 16/05/2023

Common Frog amphibian Animalia Anura Ranidae 21/07/2023 04/08/2023

Frog amphibian Animalia Anura Ranidae 07/03/2022 01/03/2023

S BTN B )

Great Crested Newt amphibian Animalia Caudata Salamandridae 12/05/2023 12/05/2023

43, Pending SxBRC assessment, each with pictures, Downlands Farm include :-
Slow Worm — 17
Common Lizard — 17
Grass Snake —7
Common Toad -5
Common Frog -5
Great Crested Newt — 1

44. SxBRC records for example include the following insects including 6 records of the White Admiral
Butterfly — not found by the developers desk-based assessment.

Insects

45. The WD/2006/2855 insect survey of Downlands Farm last planning application demonstrated a
site of interest. Why has the developer not referred to this list in their desk-based studies, and
why has it not been recorded on the desk-based systems they say they use? It is of concern that
their previous ecology reports have not been provided to SxBRC for input to the desk-based
systems, and have their current reports been provided to SXBRC for the databases?
Development ecologists advise they review desk-based records, but the system also needs their
reports to be included as well.

46. The following is to example the type of insects being observed, and the developers conducted no
adequate update to their old Entomology survey yet the last survey advised area was of interest
and County important.

47. The following insects are Accepted as considered correct at SxBRC via the iRecord app —
Downlands Farm . The butterfly species indicating an environment of woodland and grassland
(the grassland an important aspect supporting the woodlands). Within the evidence another
butterfly species was advised by a resident.
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Abax paralielepipedus insect - beetle Animalia Coleoptera Carabidae 1 09/08/2023 09/08/2023
(Coleoptera)
Hybomitra distinguenda Bright Horsefly insect - true fly (Diptera)  Animalia Diptera Tabanidae 1 20/06/2023 20/06/2023 @
Bombylius major Dark-edged Bee-fly insect - true fly (Diptera)  Animalia Diptera Bombyliidae 1 26/04/2023 26/04/2023 @
Melolontha melolontha Common Cockchafer insect - beetle Animalia Coleoptera Scarabaeidae 4 31/05/2021 31/05/2021 @
(Coleoptera)
Rhagonycha fulva Common Red Soldier insect - beetle Animalia Coleoptera Cantharidae 1 03/07/2022 03/07/2022 @
Beetle (Coleoptera)
Tachins fera insect - true fly (Diptera)  Animalia Diptera Tachinidae 1 28/07/2023 28/07/2023 @
Amblyteles armatorius insect - hymenopteran Animalia Hymenoptera Ichneumonidae 1 23/06/2023 23/06/2023
Bombus vestalis Vestal Cuckoo Bee insect - hymenopteran Animalia Hymenoptera Apidae 1 28/06/2021 28/06/2021 [@
Catocala nupta Red Underwing insect - moth Animalia Lepidoptera Erebidae 1 27/08/2023 27/08/2023 (@
Colias croceus Clouded Yellow insect - butterfly Animalia Lepidoptera Pieridae 1 27/08/2023 27/08/2023 @
Pieris brassicae Large White insect - butterfly Animalia Lepidoptera Pieridae 1 09/08/2023 09/08/2023 [
Anthophors plumipes Hairy-footed Flower Bee  insect - hymenopteran Animalia Hymenoptera Apidae 1 09/04/2023 09/04/2023 @
Bombus hyp Tree insect - hymenopteran Animalia Hymenoptera Apidae 1 15/06/2022 15/06/2022 @
Bombus pascuorum Common Carder Bee insect - hymenopteran Animalia Hymenoptera Apidae 1 28/05/2022 28/05/2022 @
Vespa crabro Hornet insect - hymenopteran Animalia Hymenoptera Vespidae 1 24/08/2021 24/08/2021 (@
Graphocephaia fennshi Rhododendron Leafhopper insect - true bug Animalia Hemiptera Cicadellidae 1 02/09/2022 02/09/2022 @
(Hemiptera)
Tachins ursina insect - true fly (Diptera)  Animalia Diptera Tachinidae 1 04/04/2023 04/04/2023 [
Zygsens filipendulae Six-spot Buet insect - moth Animalia Lepidoptera Zygaenidae 1 20/07/2021 20/07/2021 @
stephensi
Melanargia galathea serena Marbled White insect - butterfly Animalia Lepidoptera Nymphalidae 1 14/07/2021 14/07/2021 @
Agriphila tristella Common Grass-veneer insect - moth Animalia Lepidoptera Crambidae 1 21/08/2023 21/08/2023 @

No. of records Firstrecord Last record [l
Accepted name Common name Group Kingdom Order Family B

| I Jnsec I I [ I
Maniola jurtina Meadow Brown insect - butterfly Animalia Lepidoptera Nymphalidae 19 12/08/2020 21/08/2023 [@
Lycaena phisess Small Copper insect - butterfly Animalia Lepidoptera Lycaenidae 13 11/08/2021 09/09/2023 [
Pyronia tithonus Gatekeeper insect - butterfly Animalia Lepidoptera Nymphalidae 12 04/08/2021 17/08/2023 @
Vanessa atalanta Red Admiral insect - butterfly Animalia Lepidoptera Nymphalidae 1" 26/06/2021 06/08/2023 [
Coenonymphs pamphilus ~ Small Heath insect - butterfly Animalia Lepidoptera Nymphalidae " 26/05/2021 09/08/2023 (@
Polygonia c-album Comma insect - butterfly Animalia Lepidoptera Nymphalidae 10 12/07/2021 09/08/2023 [
Pararge aegenia Speckled Wood insect - butterfly Animalia Lepidoptera Nymphalidae 9 08/09/2021 09/08/2023 @
Argynnis paphia Silver-washed Fritillary insect - butterfly Animalia Lepidoptera Nymphalidae 8 12/07/2021 26/07/2023 [
Aglsis urticae Small Tortoiseshell insect - butterfly Animalia Lepidoptera Nymphalidae 7 15/06/2021 20/07/2023 [
Celastrina argiolus Holly Blue insect - butterfly Animalia Lepidoptera Lycaenidae 7 06/05/2022 30/08/2023 @
Aglais io Peacock insect - butterfly Animalia Lepidoptera Nymphalidae 7 12/022021 21/07/2023 @
Limenitis camilia White Admiral insect - butterfly Animalia Lepidoptera Nymphalidae 6 16/07/2020 17/06/2022 @
Aeshna cyanea Southern Hawker insect - dragonfly Animalia Odonata Aeshnidae S 28/08/2022 06/09/2023 @
(Odonata)
Libellula depressa Broad-bodied Chaser insect - dragonfly Animalia Odonata Libellulidae 5 11/06/2023 24/06/2023 [
(Odonata)
Pien's rapae Small White insect - butterfly Animalia Lepidoptera Pieridae S 25/08/2022 01/09/2023 [
Gonepteryx rhamni Brimstone insect - butterfly Animalia Lepidoptera Pieridae 5 09/05/2021 14/05/2023
Melanargia galsthea Marbled White insect - butterfly Animalia Lepidoptera Nymphalidae 5 01/07/2021 23/06/2023 @
Ochlodes sylvanus Large Skipper insect - butterfly Animalia Lepidoptera Lepidoptera 5 13/07/2021 26/07/2023 [@
Platycnemis pennipes White-legged D ly insect - i Odonata Platycnemididae 4 23/05/2023 24/06/2023 3
(Odonata)
Anax imperstor Emperor Dragonfly insect - dragonfly Animalia Odonata Aeshnidae 4 24/06/2021 23/06/2023 (@
(Odonata)
Vanessa cardui Painted Lady insect - butterfly Animalia Lepidoptera Nymphalidae 4 28/05/2022 09/08/2023 [
Aphantopus hyperantus Ringlet insect - butterfly Animalia Lepidoptera Nymphalidae 4 12/08/2021 01/08/2023 [@
Thymelicus sylvestris Small Skipper insect - butterfly Animalia Lepidoptera Hesperiidae 4 17/06/2022 23/06/2023 [@
Apis mellifera Western Honey Bee insect - hymenopteran Animalia Hymenoptera Apidae 4 23/05/2023 14/08/2023 @
Eristalis pertinax insect - true fly (Diptera)  Animalia Diptera Syrphidae 3 09/04/2023 01/09/2023 @
Pienis napi Green-veined White insect - butterfly Animalia Lepidoptera Pieridae 3 06/05/2022 01/09/2023 @
Polyommatus icarus Common Blue insect - butterfly Animalia Lepidoptera Lycaenidae 3 19/07/2022 21/08/2023 @
Lasius flavus Yellow Meadow Ant insect - hymenopteran Animalia Hymenoptera Formicidae 3 03/01/2023 21/04/2023 [
Aricia agestis Brown Argus insect - butterfly Animalia Lepidoptera Lycaenidae 3 13/06/2023 27/08/2023 [
Calopteryx virgo Beautiful Demoiselle insect - dragonfly Animalia Odonata Calopterygidae 2 25/06/2023 25/06/2023 (@

(Odonata)
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Sympetrum striolatum Common Darter insect - dragonfly Animalia Odonata Libellulidae 2 04/08/2023 04/09/2023 @
(Odonata)

0 Brown Silver-li insect - moth Animalia Lepidoptera Geometridae 2 11/06/2023  11/06/2023
Volucells inanis insect - true fly (Diptera)  Animalia Diptera Syrphidae 2 11/08/2023  21/08/2023 @
Machimus atricapillus Kite-tailed Robberfly insect - true fly (Diptera)  Animalia Diptera Asilidae 2 17/08/2023 25/08/2023 @
Coccinella septempunctata 7-spot Ladybird insect - beetle Animalia Coleoptera Coccinellidae 2 24/06/2023 30/06/2023 @

(Coleoptera)
Lampyris noctilucs Glow-worm insect - beetle Animalia Coleoptera Lampyridae 2 28/06/2022 07/07/2023 @
(Coleoptera)
Eriothrix rufomaculata insect - true fly (Diptera)  Animalia Diptera Tachinidae 2 18/07/2023 28/07/2023 @
Pyrausta aursta Small Purple & Gold insect - moth Animalia Lepidoptera Crambidae 2 10/08/2023 16/08/2023
Anthocharis cardamines Orange-tip insect - butterfly Animalia Lepidoptera Pieridae 2 03/05/2023 13/05/2023 @
Bombus pratorum Early Bumblebee insect - hymenopteran Animalia Hymenoptera Apidae 2 07/06/2021 22/0512022 @
Bombus terrestns Buff-tailed Bumblebee insect - hymenopteran Animalia Hymenoptera Apidae 2 15/06/2021 28/05/2022 @
Plebejus argus Silver-studded Blue insect - butterfly Animalia Lepidoptera Lycaenidae g 22/06/2021 22/06/2021 @
Pyrrhosoma nymphuls Large Red Damselfly insect - dragonfly Animalia Odonata Coenagrionidae 1 24/06/2023 24/06/2023 @
(Odonata)
Coenagrion pueila Azure Damselfty insect - dragonfly Animalia Odonata Coenagrionidae 1 26/06/2023 26/06/2023 [
(Odonata)
Cordulegaster boltonii Golden-ringed Dragonfly insect - dragonfly Animalia Odonata Cordulegastridae 1 17/08/2023 17/08/2023 @
(Odonata)
Aeshna grandis Brown Hawker insect - dragonfly Animalia Odonata Aeshnidae 1 22/07/2021 22/07/2021
(Odonata)
Libellula fulva Scarce Chaser insect - dragonfly Animalia Odonata Libellulidae 1 24/06/2023 24/06/2023 @
(Odonata)
Zygaena filipendulae Six-spot Burnet insect - moth Animalia Lepidoptera Zygaenidae 1 21/07/2021 21/07/2021 @
Xanthorhoe fluctusta Garden Carpet insect - moth Animalia Lepidoptera Geometridae 1 03/06/2021 03/06/2021 @
Opisthograptis luteolata Brimstone Moth insect - moth Animalia Lepidoptera Geometridae 1 28/05/2021 28/05/2021
Cabers pusaria Common White Wave insect - moth Animalia Lepidoptera Geometridae 1 15/06/2022 15/06/2022 @
Tyria jecobaeae Cinnabar insect - moth Animalia Lepidoptera Erebidae 1 21/07/2021 21/07/2021 @
Noctua pronuba Large Yellow Underwing  insect - moth Animalia Lepidoptera Noctuidae 1 30/07/2023 30/07/2023 @
Hoverfly insect - true fly (Diptera) ~ Animalia Diptera Syrphidae 1 20/07/2021 20/07/2021 @
Sphaerophoria scripta insect - true fly (Diptera)  Animalia Diptera Syrphidae 1 28/07/2023 28/07/2023 @
Ferdinandea cuprea insect - true fly (Diptera)  Animalia Diptera Syrphidae 1 09/08/2023 09/08/2023
Enistalis arbustorum insect - true fly (Diptera)  Animalia Diptera Syrphidae 1 01/09/2023 01/09/2023 @
Eristalis tenax insect - true fly (Diptera)  Animalia Diptera Syrphidae 1 27/08/2023 27/08/2023 @
Helophilus pendulus insect - true fly (Diptera)  Animalia Diptera Syrphidae 1 08/09/2022 08/09/2022 @
Myathropa florea insect - true fly (Diptera)  Animalia Diptera Syrphidae 1 28/07/2023 28/07/2023 @
Merodon equestnis Greater Bulb-Fly insect - true fly (Diptera)  Animalia Diptera Syrphidae 1 24/06/2023 24/06/2023 [

(The only record out of the Downlands Farm area was The silver studded blue from Cornwall, a notable

butterfly for the butterfly records)
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iRecord Butterflies

48. The iRecord Butterfly app is part of SXBRC and these were recorded at Downlands Farm 2022
and 2023 via the Butterfly app. Of interest, the assemblage of butterflies indicates the
importance of the woodlands combined with heath and grassland meadows habitats. The White
Admiral butterflies are recorded via iRecord not this app. This is just one list not the combined
list of other observers in the area. To our mind, this shows another aspect that the area supports
a wide array of species not considered with the updated species records.

Species Records 1 Count & BACK Species report
s Small g9 15 Silver-
u Copper g washed 4 19
Fritillary
' Meadow
Brown 8 93 W Peacock 4 7
‘ Ringlet 3 8
@ Gatekeeper 8 24
Painted
- i Lady 3 22
~ %~ Holly Blue 6 10
3 Large
A Skipper 5 19
f  Small White 5 5
- Green-
e veined 3 5
"B  Small Heath 5 9 White
T Common 3 9
i Red Admiral 5 6 Blue
w Comma 3 7
Speckled
9 4 6
Wood h vV ; 2
Argus
Small 5 3
h Skipper Brimstone 3 7
Small
w Tortoiseshell 2 2
@«f» Orange-tip 2 5
Marbled
&> White - 2
@I Large White 1 1
Gy Clouded
Yellow 1 1

Currently, this report only includes records
that you have submitted through the iRecord
Butterflies app and not other butterfly
records that you have uploaded to iRecord
via other routes (e.g. UKBMS)
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Bats

49.

50.

51.

52.

It is of significance to note the Barbastelle, a scarce species in Sussex and known to be using the
area from other local bat surveys including Mr Bell at Gormanstan adjacent to Downlands Farm
(we understand the Gormanstan bat survey has been sent to the inspector by 26" September for
consideration).

It therefore does not seem appropriate the re-consultation dismissed the Barbastelle bat by the
developers. It is known in this location from other surveys. It is of concern that it has been
dismissed in the re-consultation as these are very suitable habitats for Barbastelle.

In addition, we would like to ask for specific advice from the Sussex Bat Conservation experts
regarding the Bechstein bat habitats and has the Downlands Farm application lacked
appropriate study within the Myotis sp. group within their re-consultation and previous reports.
The Bechstein has been recorded within the notifiable distance, we understand it is very rare and
requires experts and further study to make an assessment as we understand it may be an Annex
species and a notifiable bat.

The first step of protecting irreplaceable habitat and protected species is to avoid harm, loss and
deterioration and the local community feel this applies to the bat species using the area and that
the side of Lake Wood and Fir Tree Grove / Gormanstan static recording for all the bats has not
been provided.
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National Biodiversity Network (NBN) and Atlas *

53. NBN is included as an example due to the re-consultation we checked other species recorded
and accessible via desk-based systems.

54. We checked an easy-to-use system called National Biodiversity Network (NBN) Atlas 2 which is an
online dataset and described as “The NBN Atlas is the UK's largest repository of publicly available
biodiversity data, with more than 200 million records of over 46,000 UK species. This is a vital
resource for those who wish to understand and protect nature” and data from this independent
system has therefore been included as we also consider it as a “desk-based” facility apparently
not referenced by the developers. For example, the White Admiral was discounted as not in the
area by the developers, yet new records are in 2022.

55. The NBN Atlas is an independent system collating some of the records from other independent
services. The map shows the area explored with a 1km radius around Downlands.

56. NBN records indicate there are some 6220+- independent records for 762 species for Downlands
Farm with a 1km radius. These records are a powerful additional resource to demonstrate how
important the species are in this area.

Coopers
Green

BUDLETTS

o\ -

Ringles Cross

57. NBN map for the following group of species, 1km radius from centre of Downlands Farm, North
Uckfield.

1 https://records.nbnatlas.org/explore/your-area#50.9830]0.0874 | 14| ALL SPECIES
2 https://nbnatlas.org/
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Example species from NBN

58. Table of NBN Summary Species 1km radius, Downlands Farm. Of note, 315 insects have been
identified and 73 birds, in addition to SxBRC identifying 118 birds for the area.

59. The NBN Atlas list is available for free download , however, we thought 6220 species records may
not be appropriate for the inquiry and note that it is available on line if required.

Group Species
Allspecies 762

60. In the NBN records there are 67 fungi species in the area, how do they know which ones are in
the ancient woodland ground proposed to be changed? Or potentially up to 272 plants and
which ones are within the Downlands area and evidenced nearby within the radius. Pictures of
fungi are noted on the iNaturalist list.

61. Of note, the NBN highlights 315 insects within the radius of Downlands Farm, independently
verified within the Downlands Farm area.
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NBN & Bird records

62. Walkers know there are more birds here than the developers have been able to record with a
few site visits. The community are very concerned about the assemblage of birds using
Downlands, SxBRC indicated 118, some are very scarce and endangered species have been
missed including a locally known Annex 1 bird, the owl population, and many other prioirty
species which visit and Lake Wood etc. The following is a list of birds from NBN which should be
cross-referenced to other species lists available.
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Lesser Black-backed Gull
Linnet

Nightingale

Cormorant

Redstart

Weodcock

Fieldfare
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63. Of note, the Ashdown Forest bird species for Sept and Oct 2023 has been published, it is noted
below (extract from Facebook Ashdown Forest). As you can see in Autumn there are many
similarities to the Downlands Farm and Lake Wood species lists, both the heritage landscapes are
only a few km apart and literally face each other (in landscape setting and aspect) though we do

not recall seeing Osprey!
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64. The NBN system has a key online for their charts and gives a chart colour coded to groups of
species. This gives an indication of the breadth of assemblage of species, highlighted by the NBN
records, not referenced by the developers.

65. Downloaded from NBN referenced above, the NBN Charts for Downlands Farm 1km radius by
Species grouped by

e a. Family and
e b.Genus

By family

By genus
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New Boardwalk path & Budletts Wood clearing 4C — restorable heath and acid soil
habitat in ancient woodland

66. The proposed boardwalk impacts restorable heather habitats which are rare. WD/2006/2855
(copy below) described the woodlands as an important National Vegetation Classification. This
included heathy woodland compartment W16 describes the heather we believe may be part of
the area the proposed board walk may go over — a rare habitat of acid well drained soils. This
area used to have much more heather 15-20 years or so ago and why has so much heather since
disappeared which was also recorded in WD/2006/2855. Remnants of the heather are still
present and restorable, with acid species indicators such as tormentil and devil’s bit scabious
present. In spring the area is abundant in other AW species such as bluebell. Volumes of visitors
impacting the woodlands will not achieve this tranquil spot achieving any form of meaningful
high distinctiveness or heathland. The boardwalk goes over the remnants of heather, tormentil,
bluebell, devil’s bit scabious.

67. Of concern relating to the SANGS re-consultation, we referred back to the MAGIC map system
and were alarmed to find these records of Downlands Farm (map below). The ancient woodland
area within Budletts Wood clearing (4c ?) in ancient woodland with acid species indicators and
bluebell woodlands, why is it not shown on the maps as priority habitat and now shows as a soil
category 3? This is a rare habitat of both ancient woodland and restorable lowland heath. Soil
grade 3 hardly reflects the habitat.

68. The developers report advised it had now provided a baseline for Downlands Farm, why are the
records downgrading these habitats but how can it have provided a baseline if it is not recorded
on MAGIC correctly? For example, of great concern is the restorable priority acid habitat IN the
ancient woodlands of Budletts Common. Why has it been amended to soil group 3? In addition,
the Oak Parkland area proposed for the SANGS, off Snatts road, has been shown as scrub by the
developer. How can this be accurate when the Woodland Trust maps and the RAF maps of 1959
show the woodlands including this area off Snatts Road. How can MAGIC now record woodland
habitats with huge stands of oak between Paygate Wood and Shermanreed Ghyll just as a grade
4 soil. What is happening to these local map records of this remarkable habitat? The MAGIC
map area below appears to correspond to the ecology maps of the developers. We would be
extremely grateful if independent assessments and map updates can be recommended.
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69. Due to the re-consultation, we referred back to the woodland evidence in their previous
application and copied their assessment from WD/2006/2855 below W16 likely the Budletts
Wood clearing in this latest application 4c evidencing the heather and acid soils.

The following are important National Vegetation Classification types recorded
at Downlands Farm:

Dry Woodlands

mmmuWmeonMpoam.
mumumommwmuwumum
trees. Mmhwymmnmnwwm

Heathy Woodland W16

W16 Quercus sop.-Betula spo - Deschampsia flexuosa woodland oceurs on
acid, well drained soils. MMMW&\NMW

areas. mmmmhmmoummmmsaw.

@ucuparia occasional. Some areas have Sweet Chestnut Castanea sativa.

Maple - Dog's Mercury Woodtand
mmwwm
where the soils become enviched with bases. The main stand of this
woodland type is in Longwood Gill but some localised areas were also noted
in Thirty Acre Wood. Species noted in these areas include Maple Acer
campestre. Yellow Archangel Galeobdolon luteum and Dog's Mercury
Mercurialis perennis. mmu&mbmhmw.

Wet Woodlands

Molinia Woodland W4

W4 Betula pubescens-Molinia caenea woodland. This woodiand occurs on
mbmmﬂmh-anMymwwwm
Caerulea usually accompanied by some Bog Moss Sphagnum spp. A
localised stand of W4 woodiand occurs as part of the Paygate Copse/Budlett's
Wood where some rather acid soil has been exposed in a shallow valley.
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ground flora tends 1o have Opposite leaved Golden saxifrage Chrysosplenium
Oppositifolium and Yellow Pimpernel Lysimachia nemorum.

Acid Grasslands
PMMGMMMMM
mmmmmmbmmm@ This
community can be very rich in species and provides open, warm sandy habitat
for a range of invertebrates.

Humid Acid Grassiand U4 Festuca ovine-Agrostis capilaris Galum saxatile

mumbmu\um“mmmmmmwamm
subject 10 summer droughting.

Wet Grasslands
Rush Pasture \ U, 3 WOy um palys
suncus acutifiorys subcommunity. This is a community restricted to damp,
mommmmmmwwmmm M23 often
has species of nature conservation interest.

70. The community are concerned which flora the developers wish to pick and choose for removal
for a proposed board-walk, which part of an irreplaceable habitat justifies this action? In the
sandstone area in the clearing, do they propose to drill into the sandstone and damage it, which

is part of the dry area on a path?

71. Picture restorable heath area in spring 2022 (above)
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72. Proposed 2m Boardwalk in Ancient Woodland Budletts Wood - The current small path used by
local walkers through Budletts Wood, is this the probable location of the proposed new
boardwalk in a natural ancient woodland? The 2m boardwalk proposal will have to go over
ancient woodland bluebells and other AW ground flora as in the picture above which also has
areas of wild honeysuckle and primrose and in the Autumn many types of fungi in the AW along
this path. The narrow path would have to be widened in Budletts Wood to accommodate the
proposed 2m man-made structure (the recent Uckfield Bird in Eye appeal was dismissed and the
dismissal included specific reference to widening a path in ancient woodland and adverse impact
to the ground flora) If the proposed boardwalk is not in this the location, there are no other
paths in this area of Budletts Wood — a quiet tranquil ancient woodland. This area is possibly one
of the areas in the Uckfield Tourist Guide of the 1800s noted for its heathland.

73. AW flora cow-wheat should be recorded as “Dominant” in
the woodland surveys. Cow-Wheat in one part of Budletts Wood is
very dominant in the mosaic of different types of AW. It is thought
the new board-walk places a 2m width man-made structure in
places over this fragile ancient woodland ground flora plant
introducing loss and direct harm. The board walk is introducing
harm to irreplaceable habitat only because of the developers
proposed increased recreational visitors not because of the current
gentle use.
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74. Budletts Wood / Shermanreed Ghyll - Sussex Rare Devil’s Fingers near the carriage drive and
likely location of suggested boardwalk has not been accounted for with the 2m boardwalk for
this ancient woodland fungi network. The iNaturalist pictures demonstrate a complex ecosystem
including the fungi.
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Fir Tree Grove

75. Area of other Gormanstan bat records (survey in evidence) including Barbastelle. No footpath
access from the field side of Fir Tree Grove. The area within Fir Tree Grove has no lighting and
joins Lake Wood. The developers ecology surveys seem lacking in the bat records at this part of
the Downlands area.

Longwood Gill —ancient ghyll woodland

76. Due to the re-consultation, we are deeply concerned for the protection and conservation of
Longwood Gill. Whilst this evidence may be in the inquiry, due to its significance we extracted
the lower plant survey and other relevant species information, still missing protection within the
re-consultation and exposed to irreversible damage with the updated plans.

Y - <5 theer

78.
habitats if the area is dog proofed and important woodlands carved up with fencing?

79. Cat and (small) dogs are able to move under hawthorn and blackthorn buffer planting which will
not prevent their access to the woodlands or Longwood Gill. In the Bird in Eye Inquiry, the
developers suggested this planting prevented access to habitats.

80. Cat predation of hibernating dormouse and predation of a host of wildlife, mammals and birds
within the gill habitat previously undisturbed.

81. In addition, the new SANGS has not reflected on the water flow changes to the lower plant
survey of Longwood Gill from the previous application WD/2006/2855 likely to meet the criteria
as a Local Wildlife Site and should be assessed and protected as such. Longwood Gill is very
likely to meet International Significance based on the past surveys of Longwood Gill. Parts of
Longwood Gill at its base are still proposed within the SANG and the Longwood Gill stream
reaches up and over the carriage drive at times, and the ghylls stream continues through Thirty
Acre Wood which is the base of the ghyll within the SANGS. The depth of the watercourse has
not been assessed for the SANG in winter months. The new proposals fencing off all these
connected woodlands will indirectly and directly bring harm.
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Sports Pitch & Longwood Gill

82.

83.

84.

85.

A sports pitch was suggested in one of the maps, does this still apply? This was adjacent to
Longwood Gill, could impact all the species within this response including the dormouse
hedgerow to the GCN pond in the Woodland Copse on some plans, it is unclear if this remains
within the plan, however, in the proof of evidence there is mention of sport play field provision.

We have not found an assessment for the impact a proposed sports pitch may include such as
lighting , pitches and provision of parking is proposed for the sport pitch, and how that impacts
Snatts Road and the bypass with other people and clubs using this, also having an impact on the
species. However, this will create further light, noise and disturbance to a very quiet ghyll
habitat and potential further impact if the sports pitch has surface and groundwater run-off, or if
a 3G pitch is added which would introduce plastics to the natural environment.

Sports pitches normally have car parks. A SANGS car park will never provide enough parking for
club sports. Therefore, where is the parking for the sports provision and what assessments have
been provided for the increased impact to the environment and species within. It still remains
inappropriate to add any car park in this environment, encase this ghyll on all sides by SANG,
visitor impact, development, SuDS , Sewage treatment, dog and cat predation, recreation and
sports fields.

The following is a cut and paste from WD/2006/2855 regarding Longwood Gill, likely of
International Significance (Rose & Patmore, Ghylls) and the impact of the updated SANGS still
has significant impact on this habitat fragmenting it with the SANG, housing and fencing. We
apologise if in evidence, however, the lower plant survey of Longwood Gill has seemingly not
been assessed for direct and indirect impact in the re-consultation and concerns had been
voiced.
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Longwood Gill Lower Plant Survey of Sandrocks

86. From WD/2006/2885 have they desk-based assessed their own previous survey? We could find
no reference to the direct or indirect impacts to their former survey in the re-consultation.

LOWER PLANT SURVEY OF SANDROCKS AT
LONGWOOD GILL, UCKFIELD, EAST SUSSEX

1.0 INTRODUCTION

L Bachground
mw‘mmwumwmm-.mwmnm
NMGMMMMWMMMWQI‘ This was camed

u-mumnwmummmawm

Sussex

1.2
Mmmwnmuummurammwmo::
Gareth Knass of EPR, mmmmaummw. The survey concentrated
mnmmupnmumummuummmdn
lower plant fiora in this habwat Mww-ﬁommwm.

13 mmmmm

131 Rarity
hmnmdmm-nmmmamu
data in M of al (1991, 1992 & 1994) as recommended on JNCC web site. This differs siightly
mmunmumuu“amuuum)moymmum
MM”MMMMMW..WnM“d(M)

FGWNMCMMMMMM“MMN
WWMMMOM(M Internatonal
Responsibiity Species are defined as follows.

. International Responsibility Species ths i3 a new category that recognses that
SOme species are commoner in Britan than olsowhere. They are absent, rare or
Mnnmd&mmnhm.mmubmw&a

more of their Eurapean or World population in Beitain These could be considered as
mwmwmmm»mm“mmn
the world. mmummmmwmm-nw

wummmtpumuhuhm

132  Indicator Lists
mm-m»um.mwmmnmummdw
Quality was regarded 10 be of relovance 10 this site

. h*dwmm(m. 1992 & Coppins & Coppins,
2002) GWMMMQMHMmbe“N
Mummuwmwnuu This replaces an
WMMMUNMMdWMM
Rose (1978) mummmnwwamm-u
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Iimportant parameter. The indicator species are assocatod with late succession
MﬂMM(&MML&MMMMMM
(MUU.MMMMMaded‘M

mummmm.uw.muumm(m
growth stands) are therefore likely 10 De poorer In ichen INdicalor species than less
dishurbed stands. The lichen ancient woodland ndicator ists are different from similar
ancient woodiand indicator ksts composed of vascular plants or bryophytes. The

WWM*WM““U.MWMDVN
management of the frees. The NIEC ancient woodiand indicator list consists of 70

species with Hoagetts (1992) regarcing sies with 20 or more Ancient Woodtand

Indicators species as beng of SSSI quairty for ther hchen fiora. Sies with more than
30 such are likely to be of international signficance. Such woods are kkely 10 old
growth stands with a strong continuity of veteran trees Below this, as a rough guide,
woods with 10 10 19 could be regarded as of county importance and those with 5 to 9
are of high local sigreficance for their woodland lichen fiora.

14 Nomenclature
The nomenciature folows Stace (1997) for vascular plants, Smith (2004) for mosses and
Blockee! & Long (1998) for verworts and Coppins (2002) for lichens.

M(M)MmeM.aMlmumn
changes for species recorded on this survey are listed below:

Oider Name New Name
Barbula falax Dgymodon fallax
Eurynchium praeiongum Kindberga prasiongum
Heterociadum heteroplerum heleropterum Heterociadium heteropterum
Rhynchostegium rpanocides Platyhyprucium rpanosdes
Polytrichum formosum Polytrichastrum formosum
Isopterygium elegans Pseudotaxphytium elegans
Scapana nemorosa Scaparva nemorea
New Name Older Name
Dwaymodon fallax Barbula tallax
Heterociadwum heteropterum Heterocladium heteropterum
hetaroplerum
Kindbergia praeongum Eurhynchium praslongum
Platyhyprecum riparioides Rhynchostegium ripariodes
Polytrichastrum formosum Polytrichum formosum
Pseucotaxiphyium elegans Isopteryge.m elegans
Scapania nemorea Scapania nemorosa
20 SURVEY

2. Species Recorded
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211 Sandrocks
The species recorded from the sandrock exposures i Longwood Gl are given below in Table
1

Table 1: Species recorded from sandstone rock exposures in Longwood Gill

Rhizomnium punctatum
Tetraphis peliucida
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Calypogea fissa o
Cephalozia bicuspidata O Damp acid rock in early
Cephalozia lunulfolia R Damp acid rock in early
Diplophylium abicans A
Jungermannia pumila 0
l Lepidozia reptans R
Lophocolea bidentata R
Lophocolea heterophylla 0
l Peta endvatola o
Peolia epiphyia R
Plagochila aspienioddes 0
Scapania nemorea R
Lichens

Cladonia sp. 0o
Lepraria incana 0o
Lepraria lobificans o
Mcarea prasina o)
Porpidia crustulata 2]
Trapeka coarctata R
Verrucaria hydrola R

No_ o species recorded

Vosses 22

Liverworts 2

Acheos 7

Total No. of species recorded 41

A total of 41 taxa were recorded, of which 22 were mosses, 12 iverworts and 7 kchens. Nore
mmm-mum-ouwummum
lafter species are Oescribed in section 3.0.

212  Lichen species noted on trees
mmwmnmdhﬁmbhdmmuommd
INteres! were NOKEG ON DASSING



Schismatomma Querccola  an Inmermationa Responsity and NIEC Anclert Woodland
InGcator was recorded rom an okd mull-stemmed Ok al the head of the gt I was growing
On acd bark

Chaenotheca brunnecia a NEC Ancient Woodland Indcator recorded from kgrum on wo
stancing dead rees st outside Longwood Gil, at about TO4E7 227 and TOQ468 228

22 Lower plant communities of the Longwood GHll sandstones

The sandrocks within Longwood GIll vary in lhalr pH values and mosture regme and, through
s dwversily, suppor! several distingt lower plant communities A significant feature of the
rocks in this Gl is that most of the rocks are mildly base rich, & quite unusual leature for the
Sussex sandrocks. Ackd sandsions doos ocour in the Gill but only n the upper section of the
G In adation 10 the pH range, there are moisture dfferences imposed by the local hydrology
Vg a range of hatetats om rocks winin 60asonal streams, Twough wet rock with $0epages
flowing over the surtace and damp rock eflected by seepage from wihin 1o dry rocks.

Seasonal streams  small seasonal side streams of surtace waler fow nto The gl and over
the rocks locally. These support amphbious moss communtes with Playhyprsdium
rparioises commnart. The base demanding verwort Palia endhvwiola occurs on the edges of
some of hese seasonal waterialls

Damp 10 wet mildly Dase rich rock e GomInant rocks «» 1re il ¥e 085 Aca har
normal for sandrocks and are Bushed by ground water seapages hrough and over the rocks.
Mature bryophyte communvies are dommnated by Thamnobryum slopecurum (dampest and
most base rch rocks), Kindberpia prasiongum and Mnaum hormum (aner and more ackdic).
Assocatod 3peces nclude Anchum undulatum, Brachythecium rutabutum, Fssdens
BOGNINOI00S. Fissidens taiobus. Pagochila asplenoides Pragomnium undulatum and
Rhaomnum punctatum. Where the mature community has OfF has peelad of The wet rock he
bare rock colonised by the small ploneer speces Jungermania pumils and Fissidens pusiius.
On one rock the aquatic lichen Vevrrucana Hydrels was recorded in a seepage  Maturing but
open communes nchude the mosses Dudymodon fallax. Heterociadum heteroplerum ard
Tnchostomum brachydontium  The Ichen Legrana odficans localy over grows the mosses.

Dry mildly base rich rock Sighty overhanging area of midly base rch sandstons are
dominated by cushions of Trchosiomum Brachydontium.

Very dry acid rock over hanging areas of Cry acxd sandrock are domnated by the ichen
Leprana ncara and e olse

Molater acid rock in 1e upper Scion of e gl there 37ea SX0NEVe AxPOosres arly dry
acd rocks appear on the north sast side. There area smaller acid outorops elsewhare. These
have aburdant Pseudotavphyfum elegans Dicranela heteromata Diplophytium atxcans and
130theCium Myosurosdes. with 8330CH160 SPECes INCUCKNG Mypnum andor and Polytrchastrum
formosum. Eary Suocession speces found n pecling areas include the iverwor's Cephalons
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bcuspdata. Cophalonia umuioha, Lepeo s reptans and SCaparva nomored and ™he kehen
Mcarea prasna

Wet acid rock Tw largest oulcrop In the upper O has s0me steep acd sandrock kepl damp
by constant seepage Through the rock. This s dominated by Tetraphis pefucda. the late
succeswon dominant of the classic speces rich scd sandrocks (Jackason & Rich, 1906). A
present here 15 nO pooing and sioughing off of the mature moss communty. whioh & needed
10 provide habaat for DIONBer COMMUNtes. Furthermore. he oUiKrop is rather deeply shaded.

an The Value of the Wealden Gill Sandrocks

The gits and the assocated sandrocks of the Weald supporn assemblages of upland and
Oceanc Dryophytes hat are ungue in lowland Europe and. consequently, e recognised as
Doing of ntemabonal SNICAnce 1 bryopMytes (Hodgets. 1996)

32 Significance of the sandrocks in Longwood Gl
321 Flon

Bryophytes
The gil doos 3upoon two typical gil specalst bryophytes:

HeOCadum Aeteropterum

This moss 5 & wOSread SPEcS N the westem Upiands iIn ACOC 10 mildly Dasic rocks n
desply shaded and humid stes, normally in woodiands or ravines (HIl of al, 1994)  In lowland
England it is confined 10 the Weald, where 2 is found on shaded rocks. often near sreams
(Rose of &/, 1991). Within the Weakd, MHeferociadium heferopiorum has 8 localised datributon
with ondy 20 tetrad records from East Sussex (Rose of al. 1991). It has not been recorded
from he lerad containing Longwood G Here it mas found n open paiches In he damp 10
wot midly base nch rock community In several places.

Angermanns pumila

This iverwort s & widespread speces n the weslern Lplands in moist places on bouldors and
rock GUACroDs N wooded or sheltered coNGons, Dy streams and N guikes typically on Dase
poor 10 moderately base rch substrates (Hll of al, 1991). In lowland England & s confined 1o
e Weakd, whore il is found on wet acd rocks Dy streams and waler falls (Rose of 2l 1991)

Jungermannia pumia s 'ocal in e East Sussex HMgh Wealkd, with Rose of & (1997) reconding
from in 23 tetrads but not rom the letrad containng Longwood OB At Longwood G,
JUrQermanvra pumia was & DromInen! pronee’ SPECIES COOMISING areas where mahure lower
pant vegetation of the damg 10 wet midly base nch rock community had poeled off exposng
the rock surtace

Ao of interes! at Longwood Gl s the abundance of Trichosfomum Drachydonim on ary,
midly base rich overhangs. Ths is & species with  predominantly Coastel and westem
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Sstributon in Britan and 15 uncommon n the lowlancs Within East Sussex it oocours only
cccasionally and 8 many on the Downs. In the Weald Trohostormum drachydontium appeans
nummnummpnmmwwmnwp
roar Hasangs Mdd(!ﬂ‘)“ﬂ.mﬂnn“ﬂw‘umm
outcrops, & Sviar habital 10 that at Longwood Gal That Trchostomum br achydontium oooss
mmm-ﬂu'dlnmmuuﬂmﬁ,mm
$ANGrOCkS e LNCOM Mmon.

The record for rmmumm-ommummdn
regh Weakd in East Sussex

mm»nmmnmmwowmwmm
was #50 recorded within the gil.

Lichens
One ichen speces appears 10 be now for Sussex:

Verrucana hydrela
m.uwmmwunmumnmmmu.
rarely recoroed from the lowlands. ummnnm—mmamnn
nmmn"mmmmswam R has not
mwwmmwnmmmm-umm

Brsh recoed 1or he Spocies. nmun-—m”mmmdm
and rrgated by A seepage

mnmwummu»ummumwm
Mwmmuwm-ouhmm
mm-mmma&u&-nb.dd (1991)
recording & from 7 10acs though did not recoed it rom the lelrad containng s Longwood
G

322 Vegetation
mwwdnmnuﬂmm“n-mmm
CONANONS than & typical of Sand Ock E3POSAN 0t As & result the assemblages on many of the
m-mmwMMennnmnmmm*mlMM

Mnnwﬂamunmwmmumw
domnated by Tevaphs pelucida The & the rchest habtat v spocials! ocears: bryophytes
on the sandrocks (Jackson & Rich, 1906), where early SUCCRSSION Stands OCow The
mmm.ummmum-mwmnm

323 Comservation Significance
mmnmu-mnm-nmmwwmpu
the Wead (Rose of &l 'ut)unbm»dmndomw.y 1t probably siso
“aWMhNMd“ﬁMM”NMM
s internatonal importance for lower plants.

WD/2006/2855 references Longwood Gill “It probably also makes a significant contribution to the
networks of gills and sandrock that gives the High Weald its international importance for lower

plants” This still has not been adequately addressed in the re-consultation and fencing it off is not
adequate for such an important feature.
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Furher mtonsve survey would be ikely ety more lower plant nterest withen e il but is
unbety 10 change ths assessment

324 Development lssues
The following ssues have the potental 10 produce NEZalve IMPACTS on the conservabon
merest of he il

Mydrology e rocks are afected by both surtace and ground waler flows and these are
crical in creatng haditat dversty for lower plants on the rocks and martarming humdty wihn
Lol

Fragility of the rocks and heath and safety the rock oulcrops are likely 10 be both very
MHiractive and dangerous 10 children. There 18 & nsk of both damage 1o the rocks and thekr thin
coating of Dryophytes and 10 The chidren Themseves.

Rubbish dumping there & a danger of b Gumping Mo he gl Garden NEtISh | both
he most ikely matenal anC & PArtCuUlar threat. with vgOrous Mvasive exolics often forming &
sgndcant component of garden rubbish.

Past woodland clearance ™he ancient woodand above e gl hat been cleared ‘or

agnouture  Repacng £ with a buffer of now wood'and would be beneficial, whether the area s
developed or NOL, but development COUT De & Mechanism 10 acheve ths

Manegement the coppicing o pollwrding of rees and bushes. especially Holly shading some
of the rocks woulc be benehcial. This would be desradle, whether the area 1§ developed of
NOtL, Bt deveiopment Could De & MeChanam 10 acheve mansgement.
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Paygate Wood- Parkland Oaks between Paygate Wood and Sherman Reed woodlands

87. In the SANGS re-consultation we were unable to find an assessment for these stands of oak
trees off Snatts Road near the proposed car park, or an assessment of the required connectivity
between Paygate Wood ancient woodland to Shermanreed ghyll.

88. Is there an assessment if this may identify as “Parkland” criteria and may engage an ancient
woodland protection area?.

89. Landscape setting - the SANGS car park in this important landscape harms the woodlands
heritage rural character and appearance of the woodland and oak parkland.

90. Engineering the SANGS adjacent to Paygate Wood introduces change and harm to another
ancient woodland. It is unclear from the maps what buffers are proposed without engineering
impact adjacent to Paygate Wood which is currently a quietly used settled footpath. The area is
a recorded priority habitat which was previously woodland shown on all the older maps, the field
shows itself full of naturally regenerating oak saplings.

91. Additionally, of concern is the proposed SANGS car park impact to the landscape setting of
Paygate Wood with a tarmac carpark in its woodland setting and any direct/indirect impact.

92. Woodland species - The understorey of the oak trees is now supporting wildlife and restoring the
woodland connectivity. What assessments have been included for birds, amphibians, reptiles
and if it is now used by the arboreal hazel dormouse within the bramble and blackberries
connected to the woodlands known to support dormouse and Barbastelle bats.

93. Aerial of oak stands and oak understorey off SnattsRoad, understorey connects woodlands
Paygate to Shermanreed with naturally regenerating oak saplings and bramble.
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94.

95.

96.

97.

98.

Aerial of ancient woodland Paygate Wood connected through oak stands and naturally
regenerating woodland of oak / bramble understorey to Shermanreed ancient woodland ghyll, a
natural landscape free from manmade structures and SANGS engineering.

Thirty Acre Wood

Thirty Acre Wood will be fragmented, isolated and enclosed on all sides, the canopy will be
fragmented and the re-consultation has not addressed this. Removing functional connectivity to
its landscape setting while Thirty Acre Wood has a thriving hazel dormouse and thriving bat
population both of which rely heavily on the connectivity of Thirty Acre Wood to Lake Wood and
to Budletts Wood and Longwood Gill etc.

The re-consultation has cycling and hard surfaces within Thirty Acre ancient woodland and likely
removes the connected canopy. Itis unclear in the mass of paperwork if the proposed bus
access is still here as it was in early design and what visibility splays are removed in the redesign,
and roots impacted by compaction with the proposed road surfaces and how that impacts the
updated designs.

The “hazel dormouse maps” from the last application WD/2006/2855 and this application
WD/2022/1637 clearly demonstrate that the connectivity for an arboreal mammal is well
established. The updates still fragment ancient Woodland in two places contrary to all standing
advice and best practices of avoiding harm to connections between ancient woodland and
endangered populations within the woodlands. The current scheme appears to offer “dropped
kerbs” for the dormouse — completely at odds with the arboreal nature of the dormouse using a
connecting canopy.
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99. Picture of the connected woodland canopy between Thirty Acre Wood and Budletts Wood —
proposed cycle and emergency access in the woodland RPA and branches cut back for access will
disturb the woodland canopy needed by the hazel dormouse (purple beech tree is the area of
change proposed in ancient woodland) (does this area still have access for the bus?)

100.  Aerial picture of the connected ancient woodlands between Lake Wood, Thirty Acre Wood
and Budletts Wood
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101. The map evidence demonstrates that this Copse area has had woodland for hundreds of years.
The aerial image above the Copse demonstrates it is woodland missing from the updated

records removing its Ancient Woodland status, the re-consultation has not addressed concerns

about this woodland habitat with priority ponds, great crested newt, hazel dormouse impacts.

102. Screenshot taken above the Copse and shows the similarities between Woodlands from aerial
drone video in evidence
https://www.skypixel.com/photo360s/my-product-468db423-88e8-4c61-99bb-
143eb0964bfe (courtesy of Kit Wilson with approval to use / share)

Page 62



