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Local Plan Objective

To help meet affordable housing needs of the District by securing and delivering a
significant proportion of affordable housing from developments with market housing,
whilst ensuring the overall viability of the development is not prejudiced and that a
mix of tenure is provided that meets the needs of the local area and create balanced
communities.

AFH1 Affordable Housing

New housing developments, including affordable housing, will be expected to provide
for a mix of dwelling size, type and tenure that meet the identified housing needs of
the local area. New housing developments must make the most effective use of the
land, taking into account the character of the local area.

Affordable housing is required at a level of 35% of the number of dwellings on
development sites with 5 (net) dwellings or more.

Where sites are allocated in a Local Plan that document may specify a different, and
potentially higher, housing target having regard to the findings of the associated
viability assessment and any site specific considerations.

Affordable housing provision should incorporate a mix of tenures. The presumption
is for development sites of 49 dwellings (net) or less that around 80% of the total
number of affordable homes provided will be for social rented accommodation with
the remainder being for intermediate accommodation. For development sites of 50
dwellings (net) or more around 40% of the total number of affordable homes provided
will be for social rented accommodation, 40% will be affordable rent and 20%
intermediate accommodation.

Where it can be proven that affordable housing requirement cannot be achieved, due
to economic viability, there will be flexibility in meeting stated targets. In such
exceptional circumstances, the tenure of affordable housing should be examined
prior to the proportion of affordable housing. It will be the responsibility of the applicant
to demonstrate that the requirements of the policy cannot be met. The closest
alternative target that can be achieved will be sought taking into account viability and
need.

The affordable housing will be distributed within the site to ensure it is integrated and
indistinguishable within the new development and surrounds. It will also be comparable
in design terms with the market housing on site.

Affordable housing should be delivered on site, however in exceptional circumstances
a commuted payment may be accepted in lieu of on-site provision. These
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circumstances may include provision where a Registered Provider finds it uneconomic
or impractical to provide the units in the scale or form agreed.

2.6  Advice on the detailed operation of this policy including the definition and nature of
local housing needs to be met, the integration of affordable homes, and the mechanisms
for delivery of affordable housing will be set out in a supplementary planning document.

2 Affordable Housing Policy




