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INTRODUCTION 
 

This Statement of Community Involvement has been produced by Development Intelligence in 

support of a planning application for sixty new homes on land east of London Road. The site falls 

within Uckfield North ward and Buxted parish. 

The consultation ran between 25 November and 9 December 2021, and in total 46 people 

responded with comments and feedback on the consultation material presented. 

This document outlines the public engagement and consultation activity carried out to inform local 

residents and stakeholders about the proposals, and how the submitted scheme has regard to 

feedback from the public. 
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CONTEXT 
 

National policy 

The government considers pre-application engagement and frontloading of work prior to the 

submission of a planning application as key to ensuring timely decision making, with reduced delays 

and cost to the applicant, whilst also achieving quality outcomes.  The NPPF refers to the role of pre-

application engagement with the community in detail.  Paragraph 39 advises that early engagement 

has significant potential to improve the efficiency and effectiveness of the planning application 

system for all parties, and good quality pre-application discussion enables better coordination 

between public and private resources and improved outcomes for the community. 

Planning Practice Guidance 

The government’s Planning Practice Guidance includes a section on ‘Before Submitting an 

Application’ which sets out the process and expectations for pre-application discussions.  It advises 

that pre-application engagement by prospective applicants offers significant potential to improve 

both the efficiency and effectiveness of the planning application system and improve the quality of 

planning applications and their likelihood of success.   

The approach to pre-application engagement needs to be tailored to the nature of the proposed 

development and the issues to be addressed.  It is regarded as a collaborative process between the 

prospective applicant and other parties which may include the local authority, statutory and non-

statutory consultees, elected members and local people.  Pre-application engagement with the 

community is encouraged where it will add value to the process and the outcome.   

Local policy 

Wealden District Council’s Statement of Community Involvement was adopted in July 2020.  Its 
principal requirements for pre-application consultations on major schemes are as follows (§§8.8-
8.10): 

 

• Prior to an applicant or developer submitting a planning application, applicants or 

developers are encouraged to discuss the proposals with the owners/occupiers of 

neighbouring land/premises prior to making an application. This will assist in resolving any 

objections and conflict prior to a formal planning application being submitted. 

 

• In addition, for significant development schemes, there is a statutory requirement for 

applicants or developers to carry out their own early consultation with the local community 

to inform the application process, as set out in the Localism Act 2011. The Council is not 

involved in arranging these pre application consultations, however, applicants and 

developers should inform the Council of the details of any such arrangements. Such 

consultation methods could include community consultation events, public meetings, 

meetings with district, town or parish Councillors, neighbourhood plan steering groups or 

making information available either via a website, leaflets and posters or contacting 

residents and businesses by writing to them. Pre-application consultation, should also 
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include key consultees such as infrastructure providers and nature conservation bodies as 

relevant. 

 

• The Council encourages applicants and developers to ensure that if any public meeting is 

held it should take place in accessible locations that offer accessible facilities. A summary of 

the consultation method(s), a meeting record and received feedback may also be useful to 

include in any application submission, for public information. 

 

• On more significant scales of application pre-application advice will urge applicants to 

conduct their own engagement and SCI. 
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STRATEGY 
 

The objectives of the project’s pre-application consultation plan were: 
 

• to appropriately engage with council officers, local politicians, stakeholders and the wider 
local community 

• to provide the local community and relevant stakeholders with information about the 
proposals at an early stage before a planning application was submitted 

• to understand the aspirations and concerns of the local community and relevant 
stakeholders and to take these into account in the preparation of the final proposals 

• to accord with the guidelines and recommendations in national and local planning policy 
which set an expectation on developers to effectively consult on significant proposals 

 
The covid-19 pandemic meant that face-to-face engagement would have excluded those who were 
self-isolating, or otherwise reticent about household mixing. The consultation material was 
therefore hosted online and on paper by request, with feedback welcomed by web form, email, or 
telephone. 
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CONSULTATION PROGRAMME 
The public consultation ran from 25 November to 9 December 2021. 

Notification leaflet 

A leaflet to notify residents about the proposals and the consultation was delivered by Royal Mail to 

the 302 nearest addresses on 25 November 2021. 

This leaflet is included as Appendix A of this report. 

A map of the delivery area can be seen at Appendix B. 

Informing local stakeholders 

Letters were sent by email directly to the following local stakeholders, attaching a copy of the 

notification leaflet: 

• Cllr Peter Waldock, ward councillor for Uckfield North 

• Cllr Claire Dowling, county division member for Uckfield North 

• Buxted Parish Council 

• Uckfield Parish Council 

• Maresfield Parish Council 

An example of these letters can be seen at Appendix C. 

In addition to the notifications, these letters included an offer to meet stakeholders to talk through 

the proposal, answer any questions, and record feedback. 

Local media coverage 

The consultation was covered on the local news platform UckfieldNews.com on November 25, 

helping to further publicise the consultation in the local community. A clipping of this news story is 

included as Appendix D, and it can be read online at: https://uckfieldnews.com/consultation-on-60-

homes-plan-north-of-ringles-cross/   

Website  

The consultation website can be viewed at: https://www.landeastoflondonroad.com/ and is also 

reproduced as Appendix E. The website had 210 unique visitors during the consultation period. 

The website included: 

• Information about the applicant 

• A map and description of the site 

• Description of the site’s transport links 

• Number of homes 

• Indicative layout of proposed development 

• Information on the affordable housing element 

• Landscape, screening, and biodiversity improvements 

• How to respond to the consultation 
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If our application is approved, it is 
proposed that new homes will 
incorporate best practices for building 
fabric and Gas or Air Source for heating 
and hot water.   
  
Each dwelling with a parking space will 
be provided with an EV Charging Point. 
 

 

CONCLUSION 
The applicant undertook community consultation to allow people to view the proposals and 

comment prior to the submission of a planning application.  

People with an interest in the proposals were able to provide feedback by email, telephone, or via 

the consultation website. 

The feedback was considered carefully by the applicant and the project design and technical teams, 

and helped guide the final submitted scheme. 

The proposals have been developed with the needs of existing residents in mind, as well as the 

intended new residents. The design and masterplanning approach has been developed sensitively to 

reflect the constraints of the site and the context of the surrounding buildings and community. 

For further details on the design development of this scheme, please see the Design and Access 

Statement submitted with the planning application. 
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APPENDIX A – Community leaflet 
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APPENDIX B – Leaflet delivery area 
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APPENDIX C – Letters to stakeholders 
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APPENDIX D – Coverage in Uckfield News 
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APPENDIX E – Website 
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