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1. Introduction 
 

During October and November 2022 a four-week period of consultation on the Horam 
Neighbourhood Plan was undertaken.  The purpose of this was to present the emerging policy ideas 
that had been generated in response to feedback from earlier consultation exercises and to ask for 
views on these. 

This consultation took the form of a questionnaire that sought to capture feedback electronically (via 
the Parish Council website) as well as by hand.  The questionnaire was available in hard copy at the 
Parish Council offices and various shops within the village.  A copy of the questionnaire is included in 
Appendix A. 

It was supported by a leaflet posted to all households in the Parish (Figure 1) as well as a set of 
summary information posters which were displayed online and in the Parish Council offices at The 
Horam Centre (Figure 2).  Copies of the information posters are included in Appendix B.  The posters 
presented the emerging ideas as well as key messages from supporting documents comprising 
evidence to the Neighbourhood Plan, including, for example, a Parish-specific Design Guide and a 
Housing Needs Assessment. 

Delivery of the leaflet was undertaken by members of the Steering Group as well as people who had 
volunteer to be ‘Neighbourhood Plan Street Champions’, responding to a request from the Parish for 
local people to become more involved in the Plan, to spread the word and help gather responses.  
The request for people to volunteer as a ‘Street Champion’, as it appeared on the Parish website, is 
shown in Figure 3. 

Links to the survey were displayed front and centre of the Parish Council home page on the internet.  
Screenshots of the homepage at the time of the consultation are shown in Figure 4. 

The information was also available to view at an exhibition held at the Village Hall in October 2022, 
where Steering Group members were in attendance to answer questions.  Around 160 people 
attended the exhibition (Figure 4).  Banners and posters advertising the exhibition were displayed 
around the parish (Figure 6). 

A total of 280 responses to the questionnaire were received, equating to a response from around 
ten percent of the population of the parish, or a quarter of all households.  The vast majority of 
responses were received from residents of the parish (95%), with the remainder including local 
businesses / organisations, people visiting the area or living nearby, and those who work in the area.  
The breakdown of respondent is presented in Figure 8. 

In terms of the age of respondents, there was limited response from people aged 55 or under, 
accounting for around 8% of the total number of response.  The age group most represented is the 
over 65 cohort, who accounted for almost 50% of all responses.  This is presented in Figure 9. 
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Figure 1: Leaflet prepared encouraging residents to respond to the Horam Neighbourhood Plan questionnaire 
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Figure 2: The posters displaying the emerging policy ideas were displayed in the windows of the Horam Centre throughout 
the consultation period. 

Figure 3: Request on the Parish Council website for people to volunteer as ‘Street Champions’ to help the Neighbourhood 
Plan. 
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Figure 4: Horam Parish Council website homepage during consultation 
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Figure 5: Selection of photos taken during the exhibition. Faces obscured for privacy reasons. 
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Figure 6: Banners and posters displayed around the Parish to advertise the consultation and exhibition 
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Figure 7. Breakdown of respondents based on their relationship with Horam  

Figure 8. Age breakdown of respondents to the survey  

Age of respondent

Under 18 18-25 26-35 36-45 46-55 56-65 Over 65 Would rather not say
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2. Overview of feedback
The questionnaire presented respondents with a series of emerging policy ideas, grouped around 
key themes linking back to the set of objectives.  Respondents were asked to indicate how they felt 
about each of the policy ideas, ranging from strongly agree through to strongly disagree. 

A summary of the responses to all emerging policy is displayed in Figure 9, followed by a further 
examination of each, including an analysis of the wider comments.  This indicates agreement, or 
strong agreement to all emerging ideas.  The references to policy themes and ideas in Figure 9 (and 
subsequent sections of this summary report) are listed below for comprehensiveness. 

Theme Ref. Policy Idea 
Pattern of 
development 

1a The existing settlement pattern should be maintained 
1b The separate identities of settlements should be retained 
1c Retention of well-treed and woodland character is a priority 
1d Development should avoid impacting on areas of flood risk 
1e Important views should be protected 

Local Housing 
Needs 

2a Housing schemes of 10+ dwellings should include affordable homes for 
first time buyers 

2b Future homes should be more accessible for older people and people 
with disabilities 

2c There should be more focus on smaller (1/2 bed) than larger (4/5 bed) 
homes 

2d Suitable sites should include specialist housing for older people, where 
practicable 

Design 3a New housing should reflect prevailing heights (i.e., no more than 2 
storeys) 

3b High energy and water efficiency standards should be required 
3c Trees, green spaces and other landscape features should be retained in 

developments, (even if this reduces housing density) 
3d Building materials should be those traditionally used locally 
3e Effective drainage should be required to minimise the risk of 

stream/surface water flooding 
3f Sufficient car parking should be provided within house plots 

Biodiversity 4a Existing trees and hedgerows should be retained and integrated in new 
development areas 

4b Wildlife corridors, such as along stream courses, tree belts, woodlands, 
and biodiversity-rich grasslands, should be retained and enhanced 

4c New landscaping and open spaces should promote biodiversity net gain 
4d Developments should provide for the long-term management of related 

existing or proposed habitats 
Dark Skies 5a Street lighting should not be provided in new developments 

5b Innovative approaches to lighting, including motion sensitive lights, 
should be used 

Green Spaces 6a Existing green spaces that are special to the local community should be 
protected 

6b The countryside valley of the Waldron Ghyll should be kept open for its 
landscape character, amenity, and biodiversity value 
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Horam Village 
Centre 

7a Maintaining commercial and community uses should be a priority 
7b There is a need to improve the availability of parking spaces 
7c There is a need to improve the quality of the public space and pedestrian 

environment in the centre 
Employment 
Sites and 
Premises 

8a It is important to retain business sites and premises, where acceptably 
located 

8b Businesses (including tourism) should be encouraged if it does not 
adversely impact on residential amenity or rural character 

8c A range of holiday accommodation which contributes to the local 
economy should be supported 

Traffic 9a Traffic speeds need to be slowed at the A267 into Horam 
9b Traffic speeds need to be slowed at the B2203 (Horam High Street) 
9c Traffic speeds need to be slowed at the B2203 (through Maynards 

Green) 
9d Traffic speeds need to be slowed through Vines Cross 
9e Traffic speeds need to be slowed on rural lanes 
9f There is a need to increase the capacity of the A267/B2203 (Horam High 

Street) junction 
Walking and 
Cycling 

10a Development should be well connected with, or improve and extend 
existing walking and cycling routes 

10b The network of public rights of way should be improved and, if possible, 
extended to provide attractive routes, including circular routes. 

10c Accessible and secure cycle storage should be provided for new homes, 
at places of work and other destinations. 

Public 
Transport 

11a New bus routes, waiting facilities, real time service information and 
improved walking routes to existing bus stops are supported 

11b New development should be within walking distance of existing bus 
routes and stops. 

The Cuckoo 
Trail 

12a The Cuckoo Trail is an important asset including tourism 
12b The natural environment of the Trail should be maintained and 

enhanced 
12c Improvements such as all-weather surfacing new signage, heritage 

boards, that improve the use of the Trail and understanding of its 
heritage and culture will be promoted. 

12d Opportunities to make greater use of the former Horam station site as a 
visitor hub point, should be investigated. 

Community 
Facilities 

13a The Parish provides a good range of community facilities 
13b The loss of existing facilities will not be supported unless an equivalent 

suitably sited replacement, is provided within the Parish. 
Infrastructure 
Provision 

14a New development must ensure that there is existing infrastructure 
capacity to meet the additional demand and, where necessary either 
deliver or contribute to improved provision 

14b Green infrastructure (open spaces, trees and other landscape areas, 
green links) should be integral to development and complement existing 
provision 

14c It should be clearly demonstrated that there is sufficient drainage 
capacity (both foul and storm water) to support development. 
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Figure 9: Chart displaying overall responses to each of the policy ideas presented     
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3. Feedback on policy ideas
This section provides feedback on each of the policy themes and ideas presented, with comments 
summarised where made in response to these. 

3.1 Pattern of development  

Feedback to the set of policy ideas presented under this theme is presented in Figure 10. 

Figure 10. Chart displaying the distribution of responses to the ‘pattern of development’ ideas

Specific comments made in respect of these ideas are summarised below: 

• The boundaries of existing settlements and separation between these should be retained.
• Any new development should be within a reasonable walking distance of services and

facilities.
• If the rate of development continues the villages will merge and lose their separate

identities.
• The Plan should take the opportunity to identify where the best places for development area

– the Wealden Core Strategy did not do this for the Parish.
• There should be no development of greenfield sites

0.0%

20.0%

40.0%

60.0%

80.0%

100.0%

Strongly Agree Agree Not Sure Disagree Strongy disagree

Pattern of Development

Pattern of development 1a Pattern of development 1b Pattern of development 1c

Pattern of development 1d Pattern of development 1e



12 

3.2 Local housing needs  

Feedback to the set of policy ideas presented under this theme is presented in Figure 11. 

Figure 11. Chart displaying the distribution of responses to the ‘local housing needs’ ideas 

Specific comments made in respect of these ideas are summarised below: 

• It is important that new homes are affordable to younger generations.
• There should be a focus on smaller hoes as well as homes for small families.
• A high proportion of all new homes should be affordable.
• Housing should be for local people, first time buyers and the elderly.  This should be led by

housing associations.
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3.3 Design 

Feedback to the set of policy ideas presented under this theme is presented in Figure 12. 

 

Figure 12. Chart displaying the distribution of responses to the ‘design’ ideas 

Specific comments made in respect of these ideas are summarised below: 

• Infill development should be sympathetic to neighbouring properties. 
• Front gardens, fences and walls are important design features. 
• New development should exceed building regulations with regard to sustainability. 
• Housing and employment development should respect the prevailing building heights.  

Buildings should be generally two storeys, but three storeys might be appropriate in some 
locations. 

• Roofs should be pitched to maximise opportunities for solar gain. 
• Low density development is more appropriate to the area, with areas of woodland 

interspersed between development. 
• Smaller clusters of development as opposed to large sites preferred.  
• Character is linked to greenery and woodland.  This must be preserved. 
• The wooden finger posts are an important feature of the area. 
• The Brewers Arms and Old Clappers in Foords Lane are both buildings of local interest that 

should be preserved. 
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3.4 Biodiversity  

Feedback to the set of policy ideas presented under this theme is presented in Figure 13. 

Figure 13. Chart displaying the distribution of responses to the ‘biodiversity’ ideas 

Specific comments made in respect of these ideas are summarised below: 

• The countryside and wildlife is an asset that must be protected.
• The AONB should be protected.  Biodiversity across the Parish should also be protected.
• More tress and hedges need to be planted, and existing trees protected.
• Green corridors should be used to link areas of woodland.
• Tress should be planted in all new streets.
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3.5 Dark skies 

Feedback to the set of policy ideas presented under this theme is presented in Figure 14. 

Figure 14. Chart displaying the distribution of responses to the ‘dark skies’ ideas 

Specific comments made in respect of these ideas are summarised below: 

• Adoption of a dark skies policy important to protect rural qualities of the Parish and limit
harm to wildlife.

• Some concerns expressed about personal safety if there is no lighting.
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3.6 Green spaces 

Feedback to the set of policy ideas presented under this theme is presented in Figure 15. 

Figure 15. Chart displaying the distribution of responses to the ‘green spaces’ ideas 

Specific comments made in respect of these ideas are summarised below: 

• Waldron Ghyll is the most important natural asset in the parish.  It is in need to protection.
• There is a need for more open space that is accessible by foot.
• Further consideration needs to be given to the selected views.  Only the most important and

special views should be protected.
• There is a shortage of allotments in Horam.
• Support for a community garden for people of all ages to enjoy.
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3.7 Horam village centre 

Feedback to the set of policy ideas presented under this theme is presented in Figure 16. 

 

Figure 16. Chart displaying the distribution of responses to the ‘Horam village centre’ ideas 

Specific comments made in respect of these ideas are summarised below: 

• There is a need for more car parking spaces for people using the shops and The Cuckoo Trail. 
• Incentives are needed to retain local businesses. 
• The centre would benefit form a Post Office. 
• The speed of traffic should be reduced. 
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3.8 Employment sites and premises 

Feedback to the set of policy ideas presented under this theme is presented in Figure 17. 

Figure 17. Chart displaying the distribution of responses to the ‘employment sites and premises’ ideas 

Specific comments made in respect of these ideas are summarised below: 

• Local businesses should be supported to help avid empty shops on the High Street.
• Where parking is provided to support businesses this should not be on greenfield land.
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3.9 Traffic 

Feedback to the set of policy ideas presented under this theme is presented in Figure 18. 

 

Figure 18. Chart displaying the distribution of responses to the ‘traffic’ ideas 

Specific comments made in respect of these ideas are summarised below: 

• Explore a by-pass to take traffic away from the village centre, or investigate plans that 
reduce through traffic as this undermines the quality of the centre. 

• Speeds limits should be lowered and enforced. 
• Traffic calming measures are required to allow safer movement for the young and elderly. 
• There are too many HGVs travelling through the Parish. 
• There should be a 20mph speed limit through the villages. 
• The A267 May Garland junction needs improvement. 
• Need to make sure that improvements to junctions do not have the adverse effect of 

increasing traffic speeds. 
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3.10 Walking and cycling 

Feedback to the set of policy ideas presented under this theme is presented in Figure 19. 

 

Figure 19. Chart displaying the distribution of responses to the ‘walking and cycling’ ideas 

Specific comments made in respect of these ideas are summarised below: 

• The Horam GAP (Get Active Pathway) should be included within the plans (an all-weather 
exercise path around the perimeter of the recreation ground) 

• New cycle paths from new development to the village centre should be provided. 
• Fences and housing should not be allowed next to rural footpaths as these change the 

nature and experience of the rural routes. 
• Introduction of ‘school streets’ around Maynards Green Primary School would make it safer 

for pupils at drop off and pick up times. 
• Lowering speed limits will make walking safer and more attractive to people. 
• More cycle routes are needed for families and younger people. 
• Improved crossings along the main road to the Recreation Ground are required. 
• Improved routes to towns and villages outside the Parish need providing. 
• The current lack of cycling facilities causes footpaths to be shared and causes conflicts 

between pedestrians and cyclist. 
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3.11 Public transport 

Feedback to the set of policy ideas presented under this theme is presented in Figure 20. 

 

Figure 20. Chart displaying the distribution of responses to the ‘public transport’ ideas 

Specific comments made in respect of these ideas are summarised below: 

• Bus services should start earlier and run later. 
• Location of bus stops should be reviewed to ensure they are in the best places for people to 

use. 
• Linked to the scale of development that has been taking place the railway should be brought 

back. 
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3.12 The Cuckoo Trail 

Feedback to the set of policy ideas presented under this theme is presented in Figure 21. 

 

Figure 21. Chart displaying the distribution of responses to the ‘Cuckoo Trail’ ideas 

Specific comments made in respect of these ideas are summarised below: 

• Better maintenance of the Cuckoo Trial is required. 
• Improved signage is required. 
• Pedestrians should have priority over cyclists. 

  

0.0%

10.0%

20.0%

30.0%

40.0%

50.0%

60.0%

70.0%

80.0%

90.0%

Strongly Agree Agree Not Sure Disagree Strongy disagree

The Cuckoo Trail

The Cuckoo Trail 12a The Cuckoo Trail 12b The Cuckoo Trail 12c The Cuckoo Trail 12d



 23 

3.13 Community facilities 

Feedback to the set of policy ideas presented under this theme is presented in Figure 22. 

Idea 13a was presented as a statement rather than an idea, asking whether the parish provides a 
good range of facilities.  This is one of the few instances were more people ‘agreed’ rather than 
‘strongly agreed’.  Ideas for new or improved facilities are set out below.  Strong support was 
expressed for the protection of existing facilities (13b). 

 

Figure 22. Chart displaying the distribution of responses to the ‘community facilities’ ideas 

Under this section respondents were invited to name up to three existing community facilities that 
might be in need of improvement, and up to three facilities currently missing from the area: 
provision of which would help support community life in the area.  The most common suggestions 
are presented below: 

Facilities in need of improvement: Facilities missing from the Parish: 

• Healthcare (Doctors and Dentists) 
• Walking and cycling routes 
• Expansion of the village centre as a 

‘community hub’ 
• Primary school 
• Pub 
• Facilities for younger people, including 

teenagers (e.g.: a new pump track / ball 
games court) 

• Meeting / community hall / rooms 
• Open space (drainage issues at the 

recreation ground) 
• Public toilets 
• Improved parking in the village centre 

• Post office 
• Bank 
• Youth Club / Centre 
• Sports facilities 
• Pubs 
• Café and Restaurants 
• Public toilets 
• Allotments 
• Mobile library to be reinstated 
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3.14 Infrastructure provision 

Feedback to the set of policy ideas presented under this theme is presented in Figure 23. 

 

Figure 23. Chart displaying the distribution of responses to the ‘infrastructure provision’ ideas 

Specific comments made in respect of these ideas are summarised below: 

• The Parish is over developed and existing sewerage infrastructure is unable to cope. 
• Improvements to surface and foul water drainage is essential. 
• Doctor’s and schools are oversubscribed and need improving before any additional 

development takes place. 
• Infrastructure must be put in place first before development is allowed to commence. 
• New growth will trigger a need for a new village school, stopping children having to travel 

further afield for education.  This will help strengthen village life. 
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4. Summary 
 

There was a positive response to the proposed policy ideas, with agreement being expressed by the 
majority to all ideas – indeed, most ideas were strongly agreed to. 

This is caveated in that many respondents noted that there should be no more development in 
Horam, that the development that has taken place already is beginning to undermine the rural 
character and feel of the Parish, and that the existing infrastructure (both utilities and social 
infrastructure) is already under pressure and cannot cope with further development. 

Against that, some noted that if growth is to take place, then this should meet local housing needs 
(in terms of size and affordability) and provide better community infrastructure. 

Where comments were made in respect of policy ideas, these were mainly around matters such as 
infrastructure, transport conditions and the quality of the environment. 

The responses clearly indicate that the rural qualities of the Parish should be retained and protected, 
that new development should incorporate and provide areas of landscaping and greenery, and meet 
high sustainability standards. 

Responses also indicate the need to provide more, better and safer walking and cycling routes, and 
welcome efforts to slow traffic through the area. 

Several ideas were made in respect of community facilities and where funding received via the 
community infrastructure levy might be targeted, improving existing facilities or providing new 
facilities for the benefit of residents. 
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Appendix A: Questionnaire 
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Appendix B: Posters 
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