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Appendix B Legal Compliance /WDC 

 

Legal Compliance Statement 
 

Has the CS had regard to the Sustainable Community Strategy? 

The Core Strategy not only has regard for the Sustainable Community Strategy (SCS), it is the 
spatial delivery of the SCS vision in Wealden - the two are thoroughly integrated. 

The Local Strategic Partnership (LSP) is the body charged with developing and overseeing 
delivery of the Sustainable Community Strategy.  The LDF was introduced to the LSP at their 
meeting of 23 Feb 2005, and became a standing item on LSP agendas from September 2005.  
The LSP have played a significant part in shaping the Wealden LDF and have worked with the 
Planning Policy team to ensure alignment with the SCS.  The imprint of the LSP and the SCS is 
strong in the Development Plans, Statement of Community Involvement and Infrastructure 
Delivery Plan, just as the LDF work features prominently on the LSP website and in the SCS.  
Presentations, meetings and events are listed in Background Paper 8 – Summary of consultation 
and participation. 

To focus on the Core Strategy the LSP expanded its membership and attendance to ensure that 
the SCS themes and the positions of the organisations relevant to them were reflected (e.g. 
Transport and Access theme – greater Highways Agency participation in 2009).  Direct contact 
between the Planning Policy team and LSP partners was also extensive. 

Specific exercises to prepare for, ensure and double-check alignment were carried out in 
September 2006, January/February 2008 and May 2011 respectivelyA

.   The main event involving 
LSP members in this alignment work was on 15 January.  Other key meetings and events were 
the Spring/Summer 2009 board meetings in which the LSP's Core Strategy Spatial Development 
Options consultation response was agreed; the LSP's Core Strategy priorities workshop on 18 
February 2009; the WDC–LSP–developers planning/housing event on 27 May 2009; and the LSP 
infrastructure event 'Highways to Prosperity' on 24 November 2009. 

The LSP also dynamised Parish Council input to the Core Strategy through the LSP Parishes 
Workshop on 25 April 2007 and the 'Parish Plan – LDF bridging template', through which almost 
all Parish Councils contributed their top three priorities under each of the SCS themes. 

In conclusion, the Wealden Sustainable Community Strategy's vision and priorities are at the 
heart of the Wealden LDF Core Strategy.  This has been achieved through early and regular 
involvement of the LSP in the development of the Core Strategy documents.  Focussed LSP–LDF 
meetings and events have produced close alignment between the two strategies, including a 
workshop specifically designed for the purpose. 

 

                                                 
A These are saved in I:\POLICY & PARTNERSHIPS\LSP related\LDF\Core Strategy read across 
Community Strategy 
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