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Introduction

Wealden District Council is publishing the Horam Neighbourhood Plan for
consultation in accordance with Regulation 16 of the Neighbourhood Planning
(General) Regulations 2012 (as amended). The purpose of this consultation
response form is for you to make your comments on the draft Horam
Neighbourhood Plan.

Under Regulation 16 of the Neighbourhood Planning (General) Regulations 2012 (as
amended), we are required to undertake a minimum six-week consultation on the
Neighbourhood Plan. This will be the last opportunity to comment on the plan before
it is submitted for independent examination. The consultation on the Horam
Neighbourhood Plan is open between 9am on Monday 11 December 2023 and
5pm on Tuesday 6 February 2024.

The documents submitted by Horam Parish Council include:

e Horam Neighbourhood Plan 2023-2040. Submission Version (September 2023).

e Horam Neighbourhood Plan 2023-2040. Basic Conditions Statement (Including
Area Statement) (September 2023).

e Addendum to Basic Conditions Statement (November 2023)

e Habitats Regulations Assessment (HRA) Screening Report Horam Neighbourhood
Plan (Pre-Regulation 14) (May 2023).

e Strategic Environmental Assessment (SEA) Screening Opinion Horam
Neighbourhood Plan (Pre-Regulation 14) (May 2023).

e Horam Neighbourhood Plan 2023-2040. Consultation Statement Volume 1:
Summary (September 2023).

e Horam Neighbourhood Plan 2023-2040. Consultation Statement Volume 2: Initial
Consultation (September 2023).

e Horam Neighbourhood Plan 2023-2040. Consultation Statement Volume 3:
Consultation on Objectives (September 2023).

e Horam Neighbourhood Plan 2023-2040. Consultation Statement Volume 4: Policy
Ideas (September 2023).

e Horam Neighbourhood Plan 2023-2040. Consultation Statement Volume 5a:
Regulation 14 (September 2023).

e Horam Neighbourhood Plan 2023-2040. Consultation Statement Volume 5b:
Appendix to Regulation 14 Consultation Report (WDC Comments and Response)
(September 2023).

e Horam Neighbourhood Plan. Addendum to Consultation Statement: Consultees
(November 2023).

e Horam Neighbourhood Plan. Addendum to Consultation Statement: Volume 5a
(November 2023).

e Horam Neighbourhood Plan 2023-2040. Equalities Impact Assessment (August
2023).

e Background Paper- Respecting and retaining the separate identities of settlements
in Horam Parish (September 2023).

e Background Paper- Approach to identifying and protecting local heritage assets
(September 2023).

e Background Paper- Landscape Character (September 2023).



Background Paper- Important Views (September 2023).

Background Paper- Water Management and Flood Risk (September 2023).

Horam Parish Neighbourhood Plan Design Guidelines (September 2023).

Horam Parish: Historic Overview, Character and Issues Statement (November

2021) v6.

Horam Housing Needs Assessment (October 2022).

e Horam Neighbourhood Plan Housing Needs Assessment- Supplementary Note
Regarding Housing Mix.

e Horam Neighbourhood Plan Local Green Space Assessment (September 2023).

Viewing the Neighbourhood Plan

The Neighbourhood Plan and the supporting documents are available to view on
the following website;

https://consult.wealden.gov.uk/kse

Printed copies of the Neighbourhood Plan and the supporting documents can be
viewed at the following locations:

e Horam Parish Council, The Horam Centre, 3 Bank Buildings, High Street,
Horam, TN21 OEH. Office open Tuesday 9.30am-12.30pm, Wednesday
9.30am-12.30pm, Thursday 9.30am-12.30pm, Friday 10am-1pm.

(office closed from 20 December up to and including 1 January 2024)

e Wealden District Council, Council Offices, Vicarage Lane, Hailsham, BN27
2AX. Open Monday, Tuesday, Thursday, Friday 8.30am-5pm, Wednesday
9am -5pm.

(office closed from 25 December up to and including 1 January 2024).
How to Comment on the Neighbourhood Plan

e By post: print and complete this form and send it to Planning Policy, Wealden
District Council, Vicarage Lane, Hailsham, BN27 2AX

e By email: complete this form and send it to Nplans@wealden.gov.uk

You can make comments on any of the information submitted for the consultation.
Please make it clear which document you are commenting upon alongside the
paragraph/page number. Your comments should address whether the
Neighbourhood Plan meets the basic conditions. These are outlined in the
Regulation 16 Guidance Notes.

Queries

If you have any queries relating to the consultation or submitting your comments,
please contact the Planning Policy Team on (01892 602008) or email
Nplans@wealden.gov.uk. If you or somebody you know, would like this form in large
print, braille, audio tape/CD or in another language, please let us know.



mailto:Nplans@wealden.gov.uk
mailto:Nplans@wealden.gov.uk

1. Personal Details

For your comments to be considered, you must at least provide your name and
address (this can be an email address). Representations cannot be treated in
confidence and copies of all representations, along with your name or organisation,
will be made publicly available on the Council’'s website (in due course) and sent to
the Examiner. However, the Council will not publish your personal contact
information such as telephone numbers, email or private addresses. By submitting
your views on the Horam Neighbourhood Plan, you confirm your consent to the
above and that you accept full responsibility for your comments.

Personal Details Answer
] Mr
Title
Norman
First Name
Stutters
Last Name

Job Title and Organisation (if relevant)

Address

Postcode

Contact telephone number

Email address

Interest in the area (for example are you
a resident, business owner or do you
work in the proposed neighbourhood
area)




2. Comments on the Neighbourhood Plan

Please use the space below to tell us your comments on the Neighbourhood Plan
and / or supporting documents. It would be helpful if you can provide reasons and
evidence for your comments. Please use additional sheets if necessary.

| have seen the village plan as proposed and it has my broad support.

It is essential that we get a grip on the excessive and inappropriate housing
developments in the area before it is too late. | have had intimate knowledge of
this area since 1976 when | moved to Heathfield, and have been a police patrol
officer in this area since 1992, formerly | lived in an Essex village which has been
partially protected from development pressures.

| would like to raise the issues that most concern me, which are the overall
environmental impact of the unrestricted expansion of Wealden towns and
villages. For instance, every development in or around Horam (bar Merrydown
and some infill) has been on agricultural land, albeit mostly pasture and
hay-fields. This decreases carbon capture by the land, increases fossil fuel
release (heating) and has hydrographic ramifications. Every estate built here
requires more water supply (in an area where water restrictions are becoming
normal) and causes run off into the Cuckmere, resulting in more flooding (and
sewage issues) in Hellingly, Hailsham and Alfriston.

| see a particular need to protect the immediate, visible, effect on the Cuckoo
Trail. This vital wild-life corridor which provides a safe route for the foxes,
hedgehogs and badgers to interbreed, also provides the main psychological
release for hundreds of walkers, riders and cyclists every day, especially in
prolonged wet weather. A short walk from the Horsebridge Road in Hailsham, to
the Cuckmere bridge will illustrate the total loss of this facility in respect of it's
uplifting nature. | firmly beleive that, if all else is built on, we should protect a
sufficient corridor of countryside on both sides of the path as to obscure
development. As a Horam allotment holder | can testify to the relief (and
pleasure) | got during Covid times from both facilities.

| am also concerned about the type of devopment that is allowed. There has
been very little thought to what type of home has been built - mainly, | think,
because builders have been building for profit not for need. Three plus bedroom
houses bought by people moving out from S.E.London and Tundridge Wells,
priced beyond local means, is not really what is needed to house the many. Very
few affordable starter homes (flats, maisonettes) have even been contemplated,
let alone social housing, which is the fall-back for people having no home or
losing their home due to financial or domestic issues. This in turn creates further
issues (driving to work on winding congested routes and young people feeling
helplessly trapped).

If all the areas that have been put forward for developmenrt, were so built on,
there would be no village, just a metropolitan North Eastbourne! Limited wildlife
and no essential psychological relief.




3. Examination Participation (please tick if appropriate)

| would like to attend the examination in public, should it be deemed
necessary by the appointed examiner.

4. Notification of Adoption (please tick if appropriate)

| would like to be notified of the local planning authority’s decision on the
yes adoption of the Horam Neighbourhood Plan (under Regulation 19 of the
Neighbourhood Planning (General) Regulations 2012(as amended)

Data Protection Statement

Wealden District Council is committed to ensuring that your privacy is protected and
will only use and store your personal data in line with the UK General Data
Protection Regulation 2021 and Data Protection Act 2018. We are required to collect
and hold your personal information as part of the consultation process in formulating
the Neighbourhood Plan. All comments will be publicly available and identifiable by
name and (where applicable) organisation. We will not disclose your personal data to
any third parties, unless we need to do so to provide a service to you or we are
legally required to do so. We may share your personal data with other Council
departments in order to provide the service you have requested.

Our Privacy Policy sets out how we collect, use and securely hold your data and can
be viewed at: https://www.wealden.gov.uk/transparency-spending-
andperformance/data-protection/privacy-policy/ and our planning policy privacy
notice at: https://www.wealden.gov.uk/transparency-spending-and-
performance/data-protection/privacy-policy/

N.W.Stutters 19.1.2.2023

Signature Date

Please print name if submitting electronically
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	AnswerTitle: Mr
	AnswerFirst Name: Norman
	AnswerLast Name: Stutters
	AnswerJob Title and Organisation if relevant: 
	AnswerAddress: 

	AnswerPostcode: 
	AnswerContact telephone number: 
	AnswerEmail address: 
	AnswerInterest in the area for example are you a resident business owner or do you work in the proposed neighbourhood area: 
	evidence for your comments Please use additional sheets if necessary: I have seen the village plan as proposed and it has my broad support. 



It is essential that we get a grip on the excessive and inappropriate housing developments in the area before it is too late. I have had intimate knowledge of this area since 1976 when I moved to Heathfield, and have been a police patrol officer in this area since 1992, formerly I lived in an Essex village which has been partially protected from development pressures. 



I would like to raise the issues that most concern me, which are the overall environmental impact of the unrestricted expansion of Wealden towns and villages. For instance, every development in or around Horam (bar Merrydown and some infill) has been on agricultural land, albeit mostly pasture and hay-fields. This decreases carbon capture by the land, increases fossil fuel release (heating) and has hydrographic ramifications. Every estate built here requires more water supply (in an area where water restrictions are becoming normal) and causes run off into the Cuckmere, resulting in more flooding (and sewage issues) in Hellingly, Hailsham and Alfriston.



I see a particular need to protect the immediate, visible, effect on the Cuckoo Trail. This vital wild-life corridor which provides a safe route for the foxes, hedgehogs and badgers to interbreed, also provides the main psychological release for hundreds of walkers, riders and cyclists every day, especially in prolonged wet weather. A short walk from the Horsebridge Road in Hailsham, to the Cuckmere bridge will illustrate the total loss of this facility in respect of it's uplifting nature. I firmly beleive that, if all else is built on, we should protect a sufficient corridor of countryside on both sides of the path as to obscure development. As a Horam allotment holder I can testify to the relief (and pleasure) I got during Covid times from both facilities.



I am also concerned about the type of devopment that is allowed. There has been very little thought to what type of home has been built - mainly, I think, because builders have been building for profit not for need. Three plus bedroom houses bought by people moving out from S.E.London and Tundridge Wells, priced beyond local means, is not really what is needed to house the many. Very few affordable starter homes (flats, maisonettes) have even been contemplated, let alone social housing, which is the fall-back for people having no home or losing their home due to financial or domestic issues. This in turn creates further issues (driving to work on winding congested routes and young people feeling helplessly trapped).



If all the areas that have been put forward for developmenrt, were so built on, there would be no village, just a metropolitan North Eastbourne! Limited wildlife and no essential psychological relief.
	I would like to attend the examination in public should it be deemed: 
	adoption of the Horam Neighbourhood Plan under Regulation 19 of the: yes
	Signature: N.W.Stutters
	Date: 19.1.2.2023


